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23 March 2007
The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Fax: 703-697-8339
Dear Secretary Gates:
I am writing on behalf of the Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) regarding two important issues pertaining to the Armed Forces Retirement Homes (AFRH) administered by an independent agency under your jurisdiction.

First, FRA wants to express its deep concern about recent revelations of inadequate care at the AFRH in Washington, DC. These include, reports of an increased number of resident deaths, an increase in the rates of admission to Walter Reed Army Medical Center, contaminated resident rooms, and residents suffering from severe bedsores. Our members are also concerned about staff reductions which may have contributed to these conditions. 
The second issue is the apparent lack of progress to build a replacement for the Armed Forces Retirement Home in Gulfport, Miss. previously known as the U.S. Naval Home. As you know, this facility sustained significant damage from Hurricane Katrina in August 2005 forcing the relocation of residents to the AFRH campus in Washington, DC. These included more than 40 FRA members and other residents who lived at this facility for a number of years and they consider Gulfport to be their home.

FRA strongly supports rebuilding the Gulfport facility as soon as possible to enable residents to return to their hometown and receive the care they deserve. Congress has authorized appropriations to initiate, design, and build of a new facility in Gulfport, however there seems to be no progress in rebuilding a replacement facility.
FRA appreciates your personal attention to these important AFRH issues.

Sincerely,


JOSEPH L. BARNES


National Executive Secretary

JLB:jrd:aal
cc:
Senator Lott, Senator Cochran, Senator Levin, Senator McCain, Congressman Taylor, and


Congresswoman Norton
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