ADVANCE \y108
24 April 2006
The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfield
Secretary, Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Rumsfield:

I am writing on behalf of the Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) regarding the apparent lack of progress on rebuilding the Armed Forces Retirement Home, Gulfport, Miss. (previously known as the U.S. Naval Home.) This facility sustained significant damage from Hurricane Katrina and many residents were relocated to the AFRW campus in Washington, DC. These included more than 40 FRA members.
FRA supports rebuilding this facility as soon as possible so that the residents can return to their home and receive the adequate care they deserve. Apparently Navy Sea Bees started repairs on the first floor immediately after the hurricane but were soon sent elsewhere to work.
Congress authorized $45 million in emergency supplemental appropriations to initiate planning and design, as well as to begin repair efforts needed to restore the U.S. Naval Home to full occupancy. We also understand that there has been some consideration of eliminating the Gulfport Home and expanding the Washington, DC facility to provide permanent housing for the veterans despite serious concerns of the National Capital Planning Commission and the National Preservation Review Board.
A member of Senator Thad Cochran’s staff recently toured the facility, and FRA understands that Congressman Gene Taylor and Senator Trent Lott have expressed concern about the apparent lack of progress in reconstruction efforts.
FRA believes that DoD should give the re-building a high priority so sailors still have a place unique to the Sea Services for their retirement if they so chose. Many of these residents want to go home and they should be given an opportunity to do just that. FRA urges you to give this matter your immediate and personal attention to ensure that the rebuilding commences immediately.

Sincerely,


JOSEPH L. BARNES


National Executive Secretary

JLB:jrd:aal
cc: 
Senator Lott, Senator Cochran, and Congressman Taylor


MCPON Terry Scott

