ADVANCE \y108

4 September 2007
The Honorable Trent Lott

United States Senate

487 Russell Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
Fax: 202-224-2262

Dear Senator Lott:

The Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) strongly supports your pending amendment to the FY 2008 National Defense Authorization bill to reform the leadership structure at the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH). Specifically FRA supports additional oversight with mandatory accreditation for all aspects of care at the home. Our members are also concerned about recent revelations of inadequate care at the AFRH in Washington, D.C., and about staff reductions which may have contributed to these conditions. 


FRA also strongly supports rebuilding the Gulfport, Mississippi, facility as soon as possible to enable residents to return to their hometown and receive the care they deserve. As you know, this facility sustained significant damage from Hurricane Katrina in August 2005 forcing the relocation of residents to the AFRH campus in Washington, D.C. These included more than 40 FRA members and other residents who lived at this facility for a number of years and they consider Gulfport to be their home.


The Association appreciates your leadership on this issue. The FRA point of contact is John Davis, FRA’s Director of Legislative Programs at the above numbers or (john@fra.org).

Sincerely,


JOSEPH L. BARNES

National Executive Secretary
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