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Prehistoric Perfection
44 million year old Baltic amber priced at just $99

Both in love and in gemstones, it can take a long time to 
achieve perfection. Just as your relationship has matured 

and strengthened over the years, so has Baltic amber. This 
natural gemstone is a scientific phenomenon that contains 
fossilized plant and animal life that date back over 40 million 
years. In fact, most of the life-forms found in Baltic amber  

are now extinct. 
Thankfully, the fine art of a great 
deal is alive and well at Stauer. 
The amber pieces you see here 
feature ample carats of amber 
from the icy Baltic region, famous 
for containing the world’s finest 
amber deposits. And, adding to the 
prehistoric mystique is the fact that 
no two stones are identical–– each 
piece captured something different 
as it formed, just as every love story 
is unique. 
Now, there are necklaces with 
generous gems of amber going  
for nearly $15,000. We think  
that’s barbaric. Which is why we 
made certain you can bring home 

160 total carats of the 
world’s oldest natural 
gem for only $99. 
Satisfaction 
guaranteed or your 
money back. Revel 
in the unique beauty of Cherry Amber for 30 days. If it fails  
to delight, send it back for a full refund of the item price.
Limited Reserves. Baltic amber at these prices won’t stick 
around. Call today before this great deal becomes extinct.

Rating of A+

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. CAC154-01, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

Stauer®“People have been making amber jewelry for over 
10,000 years, which could make it the first gem 
material ever used.”  
— The International Gem Society (IGS) 
• 20" Necklace • 160 carats total weight tumbled Baltic amber • Ring set in yellow gold-finished .925 sterling silver • Ring: whole sizes 5-10

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

† Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on 
Stauer.com without your offer code. 

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.  

  1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: CAC154-01  

Cherry Amber Collection
A. Necklace (160 ctw) ...............$499†  $99 + S&P  Save $400
B. Ring (8 ctw) ...........................$399†  $79 + S&P  Save $320
C. Earrings (15 ctw) ...................$399†  $99 + S&P  Save $300

Necklace, Ring & Earrings Set      $1297   $277 + S&P  Save $1,020
*Call and ask how to get the set for only $199 with free shipping

Get the complete set 
for only $199 plus  

Free Shippping  
with call-in only!*

PRAISE FOR STAUER AMBER JEWELRY
 
“When it arrived I was blown away 
by it’s beauty and uniqueness.”  
– J. R., Port Angeles, WA

A.

C.

B.

44 million year old
honey gold Baltic amber
gives you a glimpse into
the fascinating world of

prehistoric times
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Before the First Wave: D-Day’s Minesweeping Teams
The American Naval Combat Demolition Unit and the British Landing 
Craft Obstacle Clearing Unit were used to clear paths for massive landings of 
military personnel, vehicles and supplies.

The Maine Maritime Museum
The town of Bath’s point of access to both inland forests and the Atlantic Ocean 
along the Kennebec River made it the ideal spot for the birth of the nation’s 
shipbuilding industry.

Planning a Veteran’s Funeral
When a Veteran passes away, it is a very emotional time for the family. They 
have so many decisions to make, but one of the decisions is who will perform 
the military services.

Departments

Contents
August 2021   Volume 100   Number 8

Features

Cover: Royal Navy Adm. Sir Bertram Ramsay, naval commander of the Normandy invasion operation (L) with the commander of Task Force 124, the 
Omaha Beach Assault Force (R, using binoculars). They are on board USS ANCON (AGC-4) on May 25, 1944, as preparations were underway for the 
invasion of France. Above: A team of divers in a landing craft, personnel (ramp) with UDT-22 markings makes their way to a training area, possibly 
near St. Thomas, in the U.S. Virgin Islands, circa 1953. Underwater demolition teams cleared mines and beach obstacles to make way for incoming 
troops on D-Day, and they continued to operate in the Korean and Vietnam wars. They were redesignated as SEALs in the 1980s. Note the three-tank 
scuba gear. Official U.S. Navy photographs from the collections of the National Archives.
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Happy Birthday, USCG & Auxiliary

In addition to the August birthday of the U.S. Coast Guard,  
the  U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary recognized its 82nd anniversary 
in June. 

The auxiliary was established by Congress in 1939. The mission of the 
auxiliary is to promote and improve recreational boating safety, provide 
trained crews and facilities to augment the Coast Guard, and enhance 
the safety and security of our ports, waterways and coastal regions. 

The auxiliary conducts safety, security and pollution patrols, as 
well as vessel exams. Auxiliary members also participate in search 
and rescue, mass casualty or disaster response, homeland security, 
commercial fishing, pollution response and recreational boating safety 
operations. They also provide platforms for vessel boarding parties and 
recruit new Coast Guardsmen and Coast Guard Auxiliary members.

The auxiliary also assists those in obtaining vessel safety checks, 
participating in boating safety courses, how to file a float plan, interest 
in joining the CG Auxiliary, and additional boating safety information.

The auxiliary is comprised of 23,500 members who serve the nation 
and their communities in 825 local units called flotillas. Auxiliary 
members provide a collective 3.8 million hours of support to the Coast 
Guard each year, from the classroom to the ramp and pier. They operate 
1,800 vessels, 1,400 radio facilities and 160 aircraft.

In November 2020, the Coast Guard Auxiliary published their 
“Strategic Plan 2020-2026,” summarizing their goals for the future of 
the auxiliary as follows:

“To be Ready, the Auxiliary will streamline background checks 
and leverage technology… allowing members to focus on missions 
and training. The Auxiliary will develop tools for Flotillas to use 
that enhance recruiting and retention at the deck plate level to meet 
(USCG) needs, and it will define national programs that support 
the… Coast Guard. The auxiliary will refine leadership training and 
nurture its culture via servant leaders. To ensure fiscal responsibility… 
standardized processes will be… implemented. The information 
system… will be modernized to provide a(n) accurate record of units, 
members, facilities, and activities. 

“To be Relevant, the Auxiliary will stress outreach… (to) enhance 
prevention efforts in water safety education to the recreational boating 
public — in concurrence with the Strategic Plan of the National 
Recreational Boating Safety Program… To provide the auxiliary 
and Coast Guard with young, talented, educated, diverse and well-
trained leaders, the Auxiliary will expand by expanding the Auxiliary 
University Program. 

“To be Responsive, the Auxiliary will strengthen its relevance to local 
Coast Guard units and will establish new mission capacity to support 
Coast Guard initiatives… By doing this, the auxiliary will continue to 
provide a capable, well-trained, and mission ready workforce. 

As the auxiliary operationalizes this Strategic Plan, it will remain 
steadfast and committed to the watchwords ‘Ready,’ ‘Resourceful’ and 
‘Resilient.’”

Semper Paratus – always ready since 1939.   FRA
In Loyalty, Protection and Service,
William D. Stevenson, Editor-in-Chief



FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means slowing down, 
it’s time for a welcome breath of fresh air.

Introducing the Inogen One family of portable oxygen 
systems.  With no need for bulky tanks, each concentrator is 
designed to keep you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery 
Technology.® Hours of quiet and consistent oxygen flow on a 
long-lasting battery charge enabling freedom of movement, 
whether at home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets FAA 
requirements for travel ensuring the freedom to be you. 

• No heavy oxygen tanks
• Ultra quiet operation

• Lightweight and easy to use
• Safe for car and air travel

• Full range of options and accessories
• Clinically validated for 24/7 use

Call 1-877-271-9058 or visit inogen.com 
for a free consultation and info guide.

If you think oxygen therapy means slowing down, 

MKT-P0264
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FROM THE FANTAIL

As we dive into the dog days of summer, a 
touch of normalcy is beginning to take 
form within the FRA.

Many of the regions within the association will 
be holding their regional conventions this month.  
While most postponed or held abbreviated events 
last year, seven of the eight regions will be hosting 
in-person meetings this year.  The East Coast 
Region hosted a virtual convention last month and 
will be returning to an in-person meeting for their 
mid-year meeting in February 2022.

Much of the business of the FRA is conducted 
on the local and regional level.  Committee reports 

are judged, bylaw and 
standing rule changes are 
made, and elections are held.  
The future leadership of the 
FRA is decided during these 
important meetings. 

Search for New Ideas
During these gatherings, 
ideas about the future of 
the FRA are discussed.  A 
simple idea on a local level 
can lead to major shifts 
in how we do business 
on a national level.  These 
discussions should be 
inclusive and not exclusive.  
Asking new members to get 
involved, not only within the 
branch but also on a regional 
level, can lead to fresh ideas 
and an increased sense of 
value for that individual.

Newly elected branch 
and regional officers are 
charged with being good 
stewards of the association’s 
books and finances.  They 
are also looked upon in their 
communities as liaisons and 
leaders for the FRA. 

Being Involved in the Community
The FRA is a nonpartisan membership 
organization.  When anyone speaks for the FRA, 
never forget: it’s the service members, veterans, 
retirees, their families and survivors that we are 
advocating for, not a political party.  

Many branches in the FRA are actively involved 
in their local and state veterans organizations.  
These strategic groups work with legislatures to 
improve the quality of life of those who are serving 
and have served our country.

93rd FRA National Convention
As I write this column, the national headquarters 
team is working hard to prepare for the national 
convention in Spokane Valley, Washington.  This 
one week in October takes months of preparation 
from the local committee and national staff.  

The business of the FRA is done during the 
national convention.  Standing committees meet 
to award Shipmates and branches for activities 
and programs that occured during the previous 
year. Elections of national leaders are held, and the 
convention concludes with the installation of the new 
national board of directors for the incoming year.

If you are planning to attend, which I encourage 
you to do, be sure you make your reservations 
now.  For more information about the 93rd 
FRA National Convention, go to www.fra.org/
convention.

Bring a Member Back
This past year we have lost many from the FRA 
family.  The pandemic served to ravage more than 
families.  As we start to return to monthly in-
person meetings, look around your community, 
check in with a former member to see how they are 
doing, and invite them back to a meeting.  If we all 
do our part, we can return to a stronger association, 
one Shipmate at a time.    FRA

In Loyalty, Protection and Service, 
Chris Slawinski

Chris is the national executive director of the Fleet Reserve 
Association and may be reached at: NED@FRA.org.

Getting Back to “Normal”

Chris Slawinski
NED

August 6-7, 2021
Northeast/NE Regional Convention
Albany, N.Y.
Telephone: 518-464-6666

August 9-11, 2021
North Central Regional Convention
Osage Beach, Mo. 
Telephone: 573-348-4731

August 19-21, 2021
South Central Regional Convention
Bossier City, La.
Telephone: 318-747-0711

August 20-21, 2021 
West Coast Regional Convention
Carson City, Nev.
Telephone: 877-519-5567

August 24-26, 2021 
Southeast Regional Convention
Jacksonville, Fla.
Telephone: 904-268-8080

August 28, 2021 
Northwest Regional Convention
Tacoma, Wash.
Telephone: 253-383-0146

October 2-9, 2021
93rd FRA National Convention
Spokane Valley, Wash.



You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. 
Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or back aches – 
and dozens of other ailments and worries. Those 
are the nights you’d give anything for a comfortable 
chair to sleep in: one that reclines to exactly the right 
degree, raises your feet and legs just where you want 
them, supports your head and shoulders properly, and 
operates at the touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and more. More 
than a chair or recliner, it’s designed to provide total 
comfort. Choose your preferred heat and massage 
settings, for hours of soothing relaxation. Reading 
or watching TV? Our chair’s recline technology allows 
you to pause the chair in an infinite number of settings. 
And best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism that 
tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy to stand. 
You’ll love the other benefits, too. It helps with correct 
spinal alignment and promotes back pressure relief, to 
prevent back and muscle pain. The overstuffed, oversized 

biscuit style back and unique seat design will cradle you 
in comfort.  Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. It even 
has a battery backup in case of a power outage. 

White glove delivery included in shipping charge. 
Professionals will deliver the chair to the exact spot in 
your home where you want it, unpack it, inspect it, test 
it, position it, and even carry the packaging away! You 
get your choice of Genuine Italian leather, stain and 
water repellent custom-manufactured DuraLux™ with 
the classic leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber 
in a variety of colors to fit any decor. New Chestnut 
color only available in Genuine Italian Leather. 
Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®   

1-888-648-9638
Please mention code 115286 when ordering.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”  

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged 
or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it.  © 2021 fi rstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 46

56
2

Footrest may 
vary by model

You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. biscuit style back and unique seat design will cradle you 

Pictured: Genuine Italian Leather 
chair chestnut color. 

Three Chairs 
in One

Sleep/Recline/Lift

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS  A+

Make your home more comfortable than ever

NOW
also available in 

Genuine Italian Leather
(and new Chestnut color)

MicroLux™  Microfi ber
breathable & amazingly soft

Burgundy Cashmere  Chocolate Indigo

Long Lasting DuraLux™
stain & water repellent 

Mahogany 
(Burgundy) 

Tan Chocolate Blue 

Genuine Italian Leather
classic beauty & durability

Chestnut
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SHIPMATE FORUM

Chief Yeoman John Cooperider, USN
I read with great interest the recent article about Chief 
Yeoman John Cooperider. 

He certainly earned every good word said about him 
while serving at the highest levels of our Navy.

He was an example to all of us of what a life well lived is 
all about.

The article did him justice and left my eyes “misty.”  We 
should all try to be more like him.

Respectfully, 
C. Philip Nichols, Jr., Capt., JAGC, USNR (Ret.)

“Made My Day”
Shipmates and Auxiliary Members,

I sincerely appreciated all of the thoughts and prayers, 
cards and emails I have received over the past several 
months during my recent hospitalizations. It is so 
rewarding to receive them, and your kindness is truly 
remembered.

In Loyalty, Protection & Service,
PNP Jerry Sweeny

The Bedford Boys
Thank you FRA and Ann Norvell Gray for informing 
our members of the sacrifice that Bedford, Virginia made 
on D-Day. I grew up near there and heard of them from 
a young age and am pleased that the beautiful memorial 
stands today in their honor. The price of freedom is evident 
in the small towns across America who send their young 
men and women to defend it every day.

Regards,
Patricia Childers

Capturing Sea Stories
I joined the FRA in January of this year. What I’m about 
to talk about might be old hat so forgive me if it has been 
brought up before. My granddaughters asked me about 
my dad. It hit me then, I knew just about nothing about 
my dad. It was at that point I decided they wouldn’t ever 
be able to say that about me. So for my granddaughters, 
I set out to write as much about my life as I could, which 
included my 22 years in the Navy. After more than 300 
pages and three books, they know as much about me as 
anyone. 

To get to the point, I told myself if ever I was to join 
anything like the FRA, it might be a good idea to see if 
they might be up to putting together a book of sea stories. 
It wouldn’t take a lot to put one together. All you need is 

someone who could type, proofread and an audio recorder. 
Each person could [provide] a chapter of the book. Finding 
somewhere to sell the books might be a problem but with 
the many people in the FRA, it might not be.

Since I have dyslexia, I wouldn’t be a good person to try 
and put this all together. The benefits of a book like that 
would be great all-around, but as I said before, I’m sure that 
has been thought of before.

David Lyle , Summerville, S.C.
   

The DEW Line
I read with interest Shipmate Baker’s almost complete 
description of the AEWBARRONPAC (Airborne Early 
Warning Barrier Squadron Pacific) story in the June 2021 
edition of FRAtoday. He did overlook some very important 
folks called the Airplane Crews and ground maintenance 
crews.  We had approximately 33 airplanes that were 
scheduled as required to launch from Midway every 3 
hours, 365 days a year. A plane captain, an Electronic 
Crew Chief (ECC) and 2 or 3 Avionics Flight technicians 
were assigned to each aircraft. They were supported by 
hundreds of maintenance mechanics, electricians and other 
specialized technicians on the ground.  I was an ECC on 
the barrier from 1962 to 1965. One or two flight techs 
flew every barrier cycle. Their job was to keep the search 
and height finding radars, scopes and ancillary avionics 
equipment up and running.  They could repair and fine tune 
just about every piece of accessible electronics aboard the 
aircraft in flight.  After the aircraft landed, the techs who 
hadn’t flown would repair any problems that could not be 
repaired or replaced in flight. The flight techs on the barrier 
were the finest technicians I worked with in my 20-year 
career in Avionics.

I was not new to the WV-2 (EC-121K) aircraft when 
I arrived at AEWBARRONPAC; my 1st Squadron was 
VW-1, the pioneer outfit, from 1958-60. The history of the 
development of Early Warning radars in collaboration with 
MIT would make a great story. The VW-1 association has 
lots of information on its website: www.vw1assoc.org

Dan Davey, ATC, Branch 289

Story About Midway
I was glad to see another story about Midway Island 
during WWII. I was also glad to see the letter from Rich 
Baker about his time and experience when he was in 
AEWBARRONPAC. But first I would like to correct a 
typo in my last letter to you. I was in AEWBARRONPAC 
from January of 1958 until September 1961, not 1965. 
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Actually there were two different types of crews that 
were assigned to fly the barrier from Midway. There was 
the operational crew that Rich Baker described in his 
letter, which rotated from aircraft to aircraft during their 
deployment to Midway. Then there was the crew that 
was assigned to each aircraft. This crew consisted of two 
electronic technicians (AT), two electricians (AE), and 
one mechanic (AD). During the patrol one AT and one 
AE flew with the aircraft. 

It was this crew’s job to maintain the aircraft. While 
the operational crew was on Midway for an actual 
amount of flights, the crew that was assigned to the 
aircraft was there until their aircraft completed a set 
amount of flight hours. If I remember right this was 
300 hours. My aircraft was #32 and we were fortunate 
enough to be able to keep it “UP” all the time. The better 
we kept it in an UP status, the faster we could get our 
flight hours and rotate back to Barbers Point. 

Our biggest problem on Midway was the Goonie 
Birds. To hit a bird on either takeoff or landing was 
always a big concern. A bird strike could cause damage 
anywhere from a small dent up to and including 
catastrophic failure. On one occasion there was a bird 
strike on takeoff on the upper radome. The radome was 
torn off and then it hit the tail and tore off one of the 
vertical stabilizers. Fortunately, the aircraft made it back 
and landed with no further incident. We used to paint 
a bird on the nose whenever we had a hit. I remember 
when I left the flight crew that my plane had 36 strikes 
painted on it. After I was taken off the flight crew, I 
was assigned to the engine build up crew and stayed at 
Barbers Point until I rotated back to the States on shore 
duty. I might also add that there were no “cooks” assigned 
to the flight crews. The cooking was done by the flight 
electrician (AE), and some of us got pretty good at it. 

Gregory Womeldorff, AECS, USN (Ret.)

Battle of Midway Jets
Good day,

I just read the piece by Antonya Salvucci. I did find 
one small mistake, on page 25, paragraph two, sentence 
two.  I do not recall the U.S. Navy having “jets”.  It must 
have slipped by the proofreader.

Great article otherwise.
Regards,

Harold Whipps, USNR
FRAtoday: Hi Harold, 

Thank you for reading FRAtoday and for taking the time 

to write to us about June’s Battle of Midway feature. We 
always appreciate how engaged our readers are with the 
magazine, as well as the military wisdom they bring to every 
issue they pick up.

The word “jets” stood out to me as well when I edited the 
feature, and I wondered, “Were there jets in World War 
II?” I often refer to the online version of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica during fact-checking and found the section “The 
jet age” under their “Military aircrafts” I read about the first 
German jet-powered aircraft flying in 1939, as well as the 
British flying their first jet-powered aircraft in 1941, and 
then sharing their technology with the U.S. so that we could 
create the Bell P-59A Airacomet in 1942. So the answer 
seemed to be that yes, there were jets in World War II, and at 
that point I moved on to the next sentence of the article. But, 
as you correctly point out, the question I should have asked 
was, “Were there jets at the Battle of Midway?” Your are 
right that the U.S. did not have jet-powered aircraft in the 
air at Midway. I apologize for closing the book on that fact-
checking inquiry early; I’m sure you’re not the only person who 
raised an eyebrow at it!

Thank you for your dedicated readership, FRA membership 
and service to our great nation. We look forward to 
continuing to bring association updates and other interesting 
reading to your mailbox each month!

Sincerely, 
Elise M. Howard, FRAtoday Managing Editor

Battle of Midway
In the Battle of Midway, LCDR Waldron was the 
commanding officer of Torpedo Squadron 8 and in fact 
was the first one to locate the Japanese carriers, which 
he attacked with the full squadron. Every plane in the 
squadron was destroyed by the Zeros that came down 
from their posts over the carriers, leaving the sky open 
and allowing the dive bombers to come in unopposed 
and sink the carriers.

I was the Commanding Officer of the USS 
WALDRON (DD-699), which was named for LCDR 
Waldron.

Respectfully,
David Williams

 FRA

Letters published in Shipmate Forum reflect the opinions and views of 
individual FRA members. They do not reflect the position of the FRA. 
The FRA is not responsible for the accuracy of letter content. Submit 
letters to FRAtoday, 125 N. West St., Alexandria, VA 22314 or to 
fratoday@fra.org
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capitol hillON & OFF

News & Notes         from the Fleet Reserve Association’s Legislative Team

John Davis 
Director, Legislative Programs

The FRA Action Center is the primary grassroots tool for the FRA’s advocacy 
program on Capitol Hill and in the federal bureaucracy. The association’s 
advocacy program is directly related to the FRA’s mission and intended to 
give voice to member concerns regarding pay, health care, survivor benefits, 
education, housing, child care and other quality-of-life programs. The Action 
Center is located on the FRA website, www.fra.org, and Shipmates can access 
the program by clicking the blue “Advocacy” tab at the top of the main page. 
The page lists pending legislation and members can click the title of the specific 
legislation for “current action alerts” that will provide a brief explanation of the 
pending legislation.

The next step for a first-time user is to enter his or her zip code and click 
the “Go!” button, which will provide a prewritten email message to send to 
legislators (including the president and other top government officials) expressing 
support for or opposition to the legislation. 

Shipmates can edit the message or simply click the “Send Message” button at 
the bottom of the page to send the email message electronically to their elected 
officials. The Action Center also includes a “Share with Friends” option that 
allows users to send a specific action alert to other Shipmates, family members 
or friends.   

Your grassroots advocacy has a direct influence on the association’s ability 
to effectively represent your concerns before Congress and appropriate federal 
agencies. Please take the time to send a message to your elected officials. 

FRA Action Center Gives Voice to Member Concerns

NewsBytes is the FRA’s free weekly legislative update. If you would like to subscribe, 
please email: NewsBytes@Fra.org. Include your name and contact information in the 
body of the email. If you are a member of the FRA or LA FRA, please include your 
member number.
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Half of the U.S. Senate is now co-sponsoring key concurrent 
receipt reform known as the Major Richard Star Act (S.344). 
The House companion bill (H.R.1282) has 109 co-sponsors. 
Concurrent receipt reform is of paramount importance to the 
FRA, and the association is continuing to work to eliminate this 
unjust offset to benefits. 

There are still many lawmakers who would support this 
legislation if they heard from constituents. With turmoil 
over delayed budgets and work on the National Defense 
Authorization Act, it is impactful to email and call your elected 
officials asking them to support concurrent receipt reform. 

Members can call their lawmakers through the toll-free U.S. 
Capitol Switchboard at 202-224-3121. If callers provide their 
zip code, switchboard operators will connect them to their 
legislators. When talking to legislators or their staff, members 

should remind 
them that retired 
pay is for vested 
years of service 
paid by the DOD, 
while disability 
compensation is 
for lifelong injury 
paid by the VA. To 
reduce retirement 
pay because of 
a disability is an 
injustice!

Members are also urged to continue to use the FRA Action 
Center at www.fra.org to support these bills.

Half of the Senate Supports Concurrent Receipt Reform

Sen. James Lankford (Okla.) has introduced FRA-supported 
legislation (S.2161) authorizing the repeal of the requirement 
that those retiring that would authorize military service wait 
180 days before entering Department of Defense civil service 
General Schedule (GS) positions for jobs at GS-13 and below. 
The FY2021 NDAA included a three-year pilot program for 
depots and industrial activities. The FRA welcomed this 
improvement last year, but more work needs to be done.

The 180-day waiting period has resulted in a talent 

management problem for hiring officials who are grappling 
with an antiquated hiring process that takes too long to hire a 
qualified candidate with a current security clearance. The FRA 
will work to include this legislation in the FY2022 National 
Defense Authorization Act to permanently authorize military 
retirees to transition to DOD GS-13 and lower positions at all 
DOD facilities, not just depots. 

Members can weigh in on this issue by going to the FRA 
Action Center at www.fra.org.

FRA-supported legislation has been introduced in the House 
and Senate that would increase monthly benefits for family 
members and survivors of veterans who lost their lives during 
service to our country. The Caring for Survivors Act (S.976, 
H.R.3402) seeks to increase payments for Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation, or DIC, to be in line with payments 
to surviving spouses of other federal employees (55% of 
retiree pay). The rate of compensation paid to survivors of 
service members who die in the line of duty — or veterans 
who die from service-related injuries or diseases — has 
been minimally adjusted since its establishment in 1993. DIC 
payments, which are currently 43% of retiree benefits, lag 
behind the other programs’ payments by 12%. 

Under the current law, the DIC benefits are restricted 

for survivors if the veteran was disabled for less than 10 
years before death. This legislation would reduce the time 
frame during which a veteran would need to be rated totally 
disabled from 10 to five years, broadening eligibility to more 
survivors. Members can weigh in on this issue by going to 
the FRA Action Center at www.fra.org.  

Bills Introduced to Help Military Survivors

Allow Retirees to Take Civilian DOD Jobs Without Delay

Stock photo from DepositPhoto.
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FRA Assistant Director of Legislative Programs Theo 
Lawson, as part of the Toxic Exposures in the American 
Military Coalition, held a meeting with House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee staff to discuss and compare the House 
and Senate veterans toxic exposure bills: the Honoring 
our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act 
(H.R.3967) and the Comprehensive and Overdue Support for 
Troops (COST) of War Act, respectively. The Honoring our 
PACT Act is a comprehensive toxic exposure omnibus bill 
introduced in the House and sponsored by HVAC Chairman 
Rep. Mark Takano (Calif.). It is comprised of several FRA-
supported toxic exposure bills. The COST of War Act is 
sponsored by Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman 
Sen. Jon Tester (Mont.) and is also comprised of several 
toxic exposure bills introduced in the Senate. 

The HVAC bill is still in committee, while the SVAC bill 

has passed out of committee 
and is awaiting further action 
on the Senate floor. Both 
sponsors have announced 
that they hope to pass their 
respective bills out of their 
chambers later this year with 
the goal of passing an agreed-
to bill before the end of the 
year. Many other legislators 
have expressed concern 
about the cost of this legislation. The FRA wants to ensure 
that no veteran who had exposure to burn pits or other 
environmental toxins goes without access to VA health care 
benefits. Members are strongly urged to weigh in on this 
issue on the FRA Action Center at www.fra.org.  

House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Mark Takano 
(Calif.) introduced the Honoring Our PACT Act (H.R.3967). 
This legislation would allow for the first time all veterans 
who were at risk of toxic exposure, including 3.5 million 
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, to obtain immediate and 
lifelong access to health care from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs )— one of the largest expansions of health 
care eligibility in the VA's history. The bill would provide 
presumptive care for numerous conditions in veterans 
sickened by exposure to burn pits and other toxins. It would 
also establish a new, science-based and veteran-focused 
process for the establishment of new presumptive conditions 
and would provide benefits to thousands of veterans 

exposed to toxins who have been long-ignored or forgotten, 
including Agent Orange-exposed veterans suffering from 
hypertension.

Our nation has a solemn duty to care for those suffering 
long-term, negative health effects from toxic exposures 
during their military service. The legislation would address 
these issues and set a path forward to ensure that we would 
never again leave our service members to fight these battles 
on their own.

The legislation is similar to the Comprehensive and 
Overdue Support for Troops (COST) of War Act introduced 
earlier in the Senate. Members are strongly urged to use the 
FRA Action Center at www.fra.org to weigh in on this issue. 

Comprehensive Toxic Exposure Bill Introduced in House

FRA Staff Meets with HVAC Staff on Toxic Exposure

The House of Representatives voted 416-5 to pass the 
Preventing Crimes Against Veterans Act (H.R.983), sponsored 
by Rep. Ted Deutch (Fla.), which would help protect our 
nation's veterans from targeted scams and financial predators.

Although it is currently against the law for unauthorized 
agents to charge veterans a fee in exchange for assistance 
with VA claims or appeals, there is no penalty for this crime. 
Veterans are still being pursued by unscrupulous groups who 
make false promises of being able to expedite the benefit 
claims process for an exorbitant sum. This legislation would 
impose penalties of up to five years’ imprisonment, a fine or 
both on those who defraud veterans.  

“It is a crime to defraud our veterans; but without a penalty 
for the crime, pension poachers and fraudsters continue to 
go after those who have made sacrifices for our country and 
our national security,” Deutch said in a press release. "This 
bill will finally close the loophole, discourage this predatory 
behavior, and protect our veterans from financial scams."

This is the fourth consecutive session of Congress in which 
a version of this bill has passed the House with overwhelming 
support. The bill now goes to the Senate for further 
consideration. Members are encouraged to use the FRA 
Action Center, located at www.fra.org, to ask their senators to 
support this legislation. 

House Passes Preventing Crimes Against Veterans Act

Theo Lawson. Staff photo.



Until Stauer came along, you needed an inheritance 
to buy a timepiece with class and re� nement. 

Not any more. � e Stauer Magni� cat II embodies 
the impeccable quality and engineering once 
found only in the watch collections of the idle 
rich. Today, it can be on your wrist.
� e Magni� cat II has the kind of thoughtful 
design that harkens back to those rare, 
150-year-old moon phases that once could 
only be found under glass in a collector’s 
trophy room. 
Powered by 27 jewels, the  Magni� cat II
is wound by the movement of your body. 
An exhibition back reveals the genius of 
the engineering and lets you witness the 
automatic rotor that enables you to wind 
the watch with a simple � ick of your wrist. 
It took three years of development and $26 
million in advanced Swiss-built watch-
making machinery to create the Magnificat 
II. When we took the watch to renowned 
watchmaker and watch historian George 
Thomas, he disassembled it and studied 
the escapement, balance wheel and the 
rotor. He remarked on the detailed 
guilloche face, gilt winding crown, and the 
crocodile-embossed leather band. He was 
intrigued by the three interior dials for day, 
date, and 24-hour moon phases. He estimated 
that this fine timepiece would cost over $2,500. 
We all smiled and told him that the Stauer price 
was less than $100. A truly magnificent watch at 
a truly magnificent price!
Try the Magnificat II for 30 days and if you 
are not receiving compliments, please return the 
watch for a full refund of the purchase price. 
The precision-built movement carries a 2 year 
warranty against defect. If you trust your own good 
taste, the Magnificat II is built for you.  

Upper Class Just Got 
Lower Priced

• Luxurious gold-finished case with exposition back 
• 27-jeweled automatic movement
• Croc-embossed band fits wrists 6¾"–8½" 
• Water-resistant to 3 ATM

14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Ste 155, Dept. MAG569-08
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

Stauer®

Stauer Magnificat II Timepiece  $399*  

Offer Code Price $99 + S&P SAVE $300!

You must use the offer code to get our special price.

  1-800-333-2045
Your Offer Code: MAG569-08 Rating of A+

† Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on 
Stauer.com without your offer code.

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

The Stauer 
Magnificat II is 
powered by your 
own movement

Finally, luxury built for value—
not for false status



The Senate Veterans’ Affairs and the House Veterans’ Affairs 
committees held separate hearings to review the Department 
of Veterans Affairs’ proposed budget request for fiscal year 
2022. The hearings considered how the agency’s budget 
aims to better serve veterans and their families through 
increased benefits, care and services. Witnesses included VA 
Secretary Denis McDonough and VA Assistant Secretary for 
Management and Chief Financial Officer Jon Rychalski. 

At the SVAC hearing, Chairman Sen. Jon Tester (Mont.) 
was happy to see a 10% increase in the proposed budget but 
noted the significant backlog of disability claims. He said this 
would increase if Congress enacted one of the veterans toxic 
exposure bills. During the Senate hearing, Tester questioned 
McDonough on the agency’s plans to address critical problems 

facing the agency through additional resources, such as by 
investing in the benefit claims process. 

It was noted at the HVAC hearing that the proposed budget 
would increase VA staff by 429 to process claims and decrease 
the disability claims backlog, which has been exacerbated by 
Agent Orange blue-water claims and is expected to increase 
with toxic exposure claims. At the House hearing, McDonough 
expressed concern that adding hypertension to the list of 
Agent Orange presumptive conditions would be costly and 
could overwhelm the disability claims system. There was 
also lengthy discussion at both hearings about the budgetary 
impact of one of the veterans toxic exposure bills becoming 
law. Members can use the FRA Action Center at www.fra.org 
to weigh in on the toxic exposure issue. 
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President Biden recently submitted his administration’s budget 
for FY2022, which begins Oct. 1, 2022. The budget would 
increase defense spending by 1.6%. The proposal does not 
include any new TRICARE fee increases and would allow for 
an active-duty pay increase of 2.7%, which would keep pace 
with civilian pay increases. The measure would also increase 
funding for mental health care and sexual assault prevention. 
The proposed budget would reduce Navy and Marine Corps 
active-duty end strengths by 1,600 and 2,700 service members, 
respectively. 

“The President’s Defense Budget Request is an outline and a 
starting point,” emphasized Sen. Jack Reed (R.I.), chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee.

The administration has requested a 10% increase for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. The budget would provide 
approximately $1.4 billion, an increase of $350 million, for the 
VA’s Caregiver Support Program. Through this program, the 
Veterans Health Administration provides support to individuals 

who act as caregivers for severely disabled veterans. The 
2022 budget supports the phased expansion of the Program of 
Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers to include all 
eligible veterans, regardless of when they served. The original 
caregiver program was limited to veterans who were disabled 
after Sept. 11, 2001. 

The budget also includes $2.2 billion in funding for veteran 
homelessness programs. Additionally, the budget includes 
$598 million for veteran suicide prevention outreach programs 
that aim to address risk factors for suicide before a veteran 
reaches a crisis point.

Congress wants to rapidly rush through the budgeting 
and appropriations process this summer, partly because 
Biden’s budget is coming late, even compared to previous 
newly elected presidents. Negotiators may rely on a 
continuing resolution, a stopgap funding measure, to avoid a 
shutdown after the Sept. 30 deadline to enact funding for the 
government.

Biden Administration’s FY2022 Budget Provides Big Boost to VA

SVAC and HVAC Review FY2022 VA Budget

As FRAtoday goes to press, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs has announced three conditions will be added to 
the list of those presumptively associated with exposure 
to Agent Orange herbicide. Those conditions are bladder 
cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism. This expansion 
is a result of FRA-supported legislation that was added 

to the FY2021 National Defense Authorization Act 
(P.L.116-283). Vietnam War-era veterans and their 
survivors who previously filed for and were denied 
benefits for one of these three new presumptive 
conditions will have their cases automatically reviewed 
without the need to refile a claim.

3 Agent Orange Presumptive Conditions Added



Have you ever said to yourself “I’d 
love to get a computer, if only I could 
figure out how to use it.” Well, you’re 
not alone. Computers were supposed 
to make our lives simpler, but they’ve 
gotten so complicated that they are 
not worth the trouble. With all of the 
“pointing and clicking” and “dragging 
and dropping” you’re lucky if you can 
figure out where you are. Plus, you 
are constantly worrying about viruses 
and freeze-ups. If this sounds familiar, 
we have great news for you. There is 
finally a computer that’s designed for 
simplicity and ease of use. It’s the WOW 
Computer, and it was designed with you 
in mind. This computer is easy-to-use, 
worry-free and literally puts the world 

at your fingertips. From the moment 
you open the box, you’ll realize how 
different the WOW Computer is. The 
components are all connected; all you 
do is plug it into an outlet and your 
high-speed Internet connection. Then 
you’ll see the screen – it’s now 22 
inches. This is a completely new touch 
screen system, without the cluttered 
look of the normal computer screen. 
The “buttons” on the screen are easy 
to see and easy to understand. All you 
do is touch one of them, from the Web, 
Email, Calendar to Games– you name 
it… and a new screen opens up. It’s so 
easy to use you won’t have to ask your 
children or grandchildren for help. Until 
now, the very people who could benefit 
most from E-mail and the Internet are 
the ones that have had the hardest time 
accessing it. Now, thanks to the WOW 
Computer, countless older Americans 
are discovering the wonderful world 
of the Internet every day. Isn’t it time 

you took part? Call now, and you’ll find 
out why tens of thousands of satisfied 
seniors are now enjoying their WOW 
computers, emailing their grandchildren,
and experiencing everything the Internet 
has to offer. Call today!

TECHNOLOGY SIMPLIFIED – BIGGER AND BETTER

Wow! A Simple to Use Computer 
Designed Especially for Seniors!

Easy to read. Easy to see. Easy to use. Just plug it in!

“I love this computer! It is easy to read
and to use!  I get photo updates from my 
children and grandchildren all the time.”

– Janet F.

• Send & Receive Emails
• Have video chats with family and friends
• Surf the Internet:
 Get current weather and news
• Play games Online:
 Hundreds to choose from!

Call now toll free and find 
out how you can get the 
new WOW! Computer.

Mention promotional code 115288 
for special introductory pricing.

1-888-831-7478

© 2021 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 84
11

5

FREE
Automatic Software Updates

NEW
Now comes with...
Enhanced Video Chat

Faster Email

Larger 22-inch hi-resolution 
screen – easier to see

16% more viewing area
Simple navigation – so you  

never get lost
Intel® processor – lightning fast

Computer is in the monitor – 
No bulky tower

Text to Speech translation – 
it can even read your 

emails to you!
U.S. Based Customer Service
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Senate MilCon/VA Subcommittee Looks at DOD Housing and Other Infrastructure Needs
The Senate Appropriations Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Subcommittee held a 
hearing on the Department of Defense’s infrastructure needs, which included a discussion of the issues with military 
family housing. It was noted that the FY2022 DOD budget for family housing ($9.8 billion) would be an increase of 
22% over the current fiscal year budget ($8.1 billion). The association is thankful that Subcommittee Ranking Member 
Sen. John Boozman (Ark.) pressed DOD witnesses about the poor condition of many base barracks and the need for 
adequate child development centers. 

The FRA welcomes the proposed increased funding for family housing and urges Congress to work to ensure 
service members and their families have safe, quality homes and communities. The FRA also wants to increase the 
accountability of privatized housing companies. Members can weigh in on the military housing issue by going to the 
FRA Action Center at www.fra.org. 

The House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee 
invited all House 
members to come speak 
about their priorities 
for veterans. These 
“Member Day” events 
give lawmakers who do 
not sit on the committee 
an opportunity to 

officially request legislative 
actions. This hearing allowed 22 representatives to come 
before the committee and make their case for legislation. 

Although concurrent receipt is not under the jurisdiction 
of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, Rep. Gus 
Bilirakis (Fla.) discussed the urgent need to pass concurrent 

receipt reform. In January, Bilirakis introduced the Retired 
Pay Restoration Act (H.R.303), which would extend 
Concurrent Retirement and Disability Payment, or CRDP, 
eligibility to retirees rated less than 50% disabled. More 
recently, he also introduced the Major Richard Star Act 
(H.R.1282), which would expand concurrent receipt to 
include Combat Related Special Compensation, or CRSC, 
beneficiaries who are medically retired with less than 20 
years of service. Bilirakis noted he will soon file legislation 
to provide dental care to veterans with diabetes through a 
four-year pilot program. He also added his voice to those 
calling for improvements to care for veterans exposed to 
toxins. 

Members are strongly urged to weigh in on the 
concurrent receipt issue by going to the FRA Action Center 
at www.fra.org.   

HVAC Member Day Includes Concurrent Receipt Discussion

The House Appropriations Defense Subcommittee 
held a hearing on FY2022 defense appropriations. The 
FRA provided a letter to Subcommittee Chairwoman 
Betty McCollum (Minn.) and Ranking Member Ken 
Calvert (Calif.) in conjunction with the hearing. The 
correspondence urged the subcommittee to adequately 
fund the Defense Health Agency without the need to 
further increase TRICARE fees, and to implement the 
electronic health record system. The correspondence 
also urged HAC-Def to increase funding for military 
housing and child development centers. A copy of the 
correspondence is available on the FRA website at  
www.fra.org.     FRA

HAC-Def Discusses FY2022 Defense Budget

As predicted in the May 14 edition of 
NewsBytes, President Joe Biden has 
submitted Carlos Del Toro to serve as 
secretary of the Navy. Del Toro is a Naval 
Academy graduate, and CEO of a tech 
consultancy. After coming to the United 
States as a child from Cuba in 1962, Del 
Toro went on to become the first Hispanic 
to serve as the captain of an Aegis cruiser 
or destroyer. His Navy career includes 

deployments in the Middle East during Operation Desert 
Storm. The appointment requires Senate confirmation.

President Biden Nominates  
Del Toro as SecNav 

Rep. Gus Bilirakis. Staff photo.

SecNav Carlos Del Toro.
Photo from public domain.



The American Silver Eagle has been 
the most popular silver coin on 
the planet since its introduction in 

1986. Its beautiful, iconic design inspires 
collectors, and investors love it because 
it’s struck in one full ounce of 99.9% fine 
silver, and guaranteed for weight and 
fineness by the U.S. Government. Now 
in 2021, for the first time ever, the coin’s 
design is changing.

The Most Important Coins 
in the Modern Era

When President Ronald Reagan signed 
the Liberty Coin Act into law, he didn’t 
know American Eagles would have the 
impact they’ve had, year after year. The 
coins were so popular that between 1986 
and 2020, over 535 million were struck. 
That’s more than HALF A BILLION 
coins, easily making Silver Eagles the 
most bought coins in the world. Hugely 
popular now, Silver Eagles may soon 
become even more popular!

Collectors Crave Firsts
Collectors covet coins with Key Dates. 
Key Dates mark significance in a coin’s 
history...firsts, lasts, lowest mintage, 

new finishes and new designs. Now, for 
the first time in over three-and-a-half 
decades, the Silver Eagle is getting a 
new design, leading to a historic “first” 
unlike anything we’ve seen. The iconic 
Heraldic Eagle reverse is being replaced by 
a beautiful new “Eagle Landing” design. 
This is arguably a bigger deal than even 
the actual introduction of the coin because 
there’s so much more interest now than in 
1986, with investors and collectors! 

If You Knew Then What 
You Know Now...

If you’d had a crystal ball in 1986, you 
undoubtedly would have grabbed every 
Silver Eagle you could get. Those coins 
in uncirculated condition continue to be 
sought-after. Now you’re getting another 
chance to land a big Silver Eagle first, a 
Key Date. Additionally, since these newly 
designed Silver Eagles are only being 
released during the second half of 2021, 
it’s quite possible this will be one of the 
lowest mintages we’ve seen. That’s 
significant because it could make 2021 
a DOUBLE Key Date, with both a new 
design and a low mintage. Demand for 
these coins is already sky-high, but if that 

happens, watch out! No one can predict 
the future value of silver, but many 
Americans are rushing to stock up, for 
themselves, and their loved ones. 

Don’t Wait, Order Now! 
Buy More and Save!

Don’t wait another 35 years! Get your 
2021 new design Silver Eagles in Brilliant 
Uncirculated (BU) condition by calling 
1-888-201-7639 right now, and using the 
offer code below. Buy more, save more! 

New Design 2021 American Eagle 
Silver Dollar BU
1-3 Coins- $44.95 ea. + s/h
4-9 Coins- $44.75 ea. + FREE SHIPPING
10-19 Coins- $44.50 ea. + FREE SHIPPING
20+ Coins-  $43.95 ea. + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 4 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before 
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. 

Not valid on previous purchases.

 Call today toll-free for fastest service 

1-888-201-7639
Offer Code NRE145-02

Please mention this code when you call.

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not a�  liated with the U.S. government. � e collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. 
GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, � gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of 
publication but may change signi� cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions 
or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2021 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. NRE145-02 • Burnsville, MN 55337

The Biggest Event 
In Silver Dollar History!

Actual size 
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Adm. Sir Bertram Ramsay of the Royal Navy naval commander of the Normandy invasion operation (L) with commander of Task Force 124, the Omaha Beach 
Assault Force (R). They are on board the USS ANCON (AGC-4) on May 25, 1944, as preparations were underway for the invasion of France. Official U.S. Navy 
photograph from the National Archives.



By Ezra Philips

Before the 
First Wave
D-Day’s Minesweeping Teams

Prior to D-Day on June 6, 1944, German 
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel was tasked 
with defending the land the Axis powers 

had usurped. As Allied forces utilized deception 
campaigns to thwart Axis intelligence, German 
strategists were deeply involved in attempting to 
determine where Allied forces would endeavor to 
reenter Europe. With his sights set on curating 
an inhibitive calamity for the Allies, Rommel 
unleashed hundreds of thousands of obstacles to an 
amphibious assault, from explosive mines to anti-
landing craft impediments, which were often bound 
with mines as well. The Allied nations set their 
sights on an amalgamated effort to wrest Europe 
from Nazi Germany’s vice grip — but first, they 
had to contend with the enemy below the water’s 
surface. 

Four years after the evacuation of Dunkirk, 
Operation Overlord, overseen by Gen. Dwight D. 
“Ike” Eisenhower, aimed to return Allied forces to 
Europe with the Allied Navy taking center stage 
in Operation Neptune, the naval component of the 
operation. Operation Neptune was led by Adm. Sir 
Bertram Ramsay, of the British Royal Navy, who 
stated he operated under the premise that “the mine 
is the greatest obstacle to our success.” The first line 
of defense against such threats was comprised of 
the American Naval Combat Demolition Unit and 
the British Landing Craft Obstacle Clearing Unit. 

These sailors were trained for minesweeping and 
the dismantling of land impediments to clear paths 
for massive landings of military personnel, vehicles 
and supplies. Beaches along France’s northern coast, 
code-named Gold, Sword, Juno, Utah and Omaha, 
were selected as prime locations to inject enough 
Allied forces to overwhelm German fortifications 
and soldiers.

 
Cogs of All Kinds
Allied forces for the entirety of Operation Overlord 
were comprised of military personnel and resources 
from Britain, the U.S. and Canada, with additional 
support from Australia, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, France, Greece, Poland, New Zealand, 
Norway and the Netherlands. Vast as the Allied 
forces were, organization of resources found the 
British Royal Navy taking the helm of Gold and 
Sword beaches, the Royal Canadian Navy leading 
the charge on Juno Beach, and the American Navy 
grasping the reins of Utah and Omaha beaches.

To build a well-oiled machine of a naval force, 
U.S. Navy Rear Adm. John “Jimmy” Lesslie Hall 
Jr. organized trainings of increasing realism from 
January to April of 1944 at the Amphibious 
Training School in Slapton Sands, England, just 
southwest of Dartmouth. Army soldiers were 
designated to clear land-based threats while Navy 
sailors were tasked with destroying aquatic threats.

FEATURE
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Between the two demolition units, troops were 
armed with the skills to disarm various types of 
mines, including acoustic, pressure and magnetic 
mines. Minesweeping teams had to innovate just as 
creatively with their tactics of disarmament as the 
enemy had had to in their creation of such devices.  
Working in tandem, each group was trained 
for their counterpart’s tasks to ensure a greater 
likelihood that the mission would be accomplished 
despite casualties or changes in procedure. 

Training locations were meticulously chosen 
with each of the five beaches in mind, including the 
types of sand, rockiness of the shore or potential 
inland bodies of water to be traversed. Exercises 
eventually included live mines to be detonated 
to facilitate the safe arrival of other units to 
incapacitate bunkers onshore and inhibit defensive 
fire. Details were not spared, and immense efforts 
were taken to ensure the myriad cogs in the wheel 
of the upcoming battle were prepared to move in 
alignment with one another.  

In the Interim
The old naval adage, “Any ship can be a 
minesweeper — once,” embodies the weight of 
the tremendous finality of mistakes laid upon 
the shoulders of service members in the Naval 
Combat Demolition Units, or NCDUs, and 
the Landing Craft Obstacle Clearing Units, or 
LCOCUs.  While the Allied Navy committed the 
resources possible to a tremendous manufacturing 
endeavor for landing craft to deposit soldiers and 
all the makings of a formidable invasion onshore, 
minesweeping forces had to designate uses for 
the vessels available to them. Repurposed fishing 
vessels, danlayer boats and inflatable Landing Craft 
Rubber boats served a variety of purposes, including 
navigating in search of mines, laying out illuminated 
dan buoys to guide following craft through cleared 
channels, and collecting debris post-sweeping.  

In contrast to their mission to remove mines, 
minesweepers also took on laying out their own 
fields of aquatic explosives. The Allies recognized 

American troops board a landing craft in Weymouth, England, before the invasion of France. Photo from Getty Images.
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the value in utilizing mines for their own deflection 
of incoming enemy vessels once the invasion began, 
and devised Operation Maple. The multiphase 
strategy commenced with a basic minelaying 
schedule and evolved, from April 17 to May 9 of 
1944, into a more precise targeting of sown mines 
around major enemy-occupied ports from off the 
Frisian Islands to the coast of Brittany, France. To 
ensure the mines remained out of the way until 
their defenses were needed, a portion were set on a 
timer to head ashore when suitable. The remainder 
of the phases would continue with the rest of the 
force on D-Day. 

Wading Into Battle
With the total immersion of training behind 
them, soldiers and sailors of all ranks waited until 
May 28, when Ramsay made the call to arms and 
initiated the migration of Allied naval forces to 
their prospective embarkation ports in southeast 
England. Favorable weather was crucial to the 

viability of the operation, so when troublesome 
conditions presented themselves, Eisenhower 
deliberated amongst his staff and Group Capt. 
James M. Stagg, the chief meteorologist, to 
determine when to commence the attack. After 
days of deliberation and a 24-hour postponement, 
the Allies were finally at least minimally reassured 
with the faintest improvement of the forecast. June 
6 was confirmed as the day of the invasion, with 
preparatory actions beginning in late afternoon the 
day prior. 

On the afternoon of  June 5, 1944, members of 
the NCDUs and LCOCUs boarded 325 Navy 
vessels, of which 109 were fleet minesweepers slated 
to take on larger swaths of mine-laden waters.  At 5 
p.m., smaller minesweeping vessels and their units 
set forth in aggressive weather conditions with 4-to-
6-foot waves to begin clearing the path ahead of the 
fleet minesweepers by 8 p.m. Fleet minesweeping 
flotillas of nine ships each chipped away at the 
minefields to clear 10 channels, a pair for each of 

French townspeople wave at arriving Allied forces in Normandy, France. Photo from Getty Images.



the five beaches. One channel was allocated for 
faster 14 mph craft, and the second was for slower 
6 mph craft. Despite treacherous conditions, all 
channels were set alight with coordinated dan 
buoys, finishing this phase just minutes from 
dawn. However, the early morning brought danger 
as German soldiers discovered the work of the 
minesweepers and responded with offensive fire and 
E-boat attacks. 

Mines proved a menacing adversary, despite 
the diligence of NCDU and LCOCU service 
members.  Operation Neptune’s first casualty 
was tallied when the USS OSPREY (AM-
56), a Raven-class minesweeper, struck a mine 
and sank shortly after launch. Each of the five 
beaches presented a different set and level of 
challenges based on how they were prioritized 
for reinforcement by German officials.  German 
soldiers at Omaha Beach were overwhelmingly 
well-positioned for an invasion compared to 
the other beaches, with more soldiers, firepower, 
combat vehicles and vessels. Of the 175 NCDU 
members at Omaha Beach, 31 were lost and 60 

were injured1 while navigating to the shoreline 
through enemy fire to contend with the land-
based phase of their demolition mission. 

With the intention of protecting their 
strongholds across the Normandy coastline, the 
German navy employed a number of responses. 
Along with the formidable threat of E-boats, the 
German navy commanded 47 “human torpedo” 
vessels, in which a pilot drove a converted torpedo 
with another torpedo affixed to the underbelly 
waiting to be launched at a chosen target. Although 
these human torpedoes lacked efficiency, three 
Allied minesweeping vessels were unable to evade 
their fire while fastidiously accomplishing their 
original task. Minesweepers were not alone in their 
risk of striking a mine; a number of Landing Craft 
Tanks were lost to such tragedies as they steamed in 
to shore. Between the alteration of target landings 
due to strong ocean currents and the battering of 
the waves, the incoming reinforcements largely had 
to shift course and innovate safer ways to get ashore 
before reversing course to reload soldiers, sailors, 
equipment and vehicles. 
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USS OSPREY (AM-56) underway in April 1941, running trials. Note that its bow numbers have been freshly painted out. This 
photograph was received from the Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth,  Virginia, in 1972. Official U.S. Navy photograph from 
the Naval History and Heritage Command.



Overwhelming the Strongholds
Following the dedicated work of the minesweepers, 
the Allied Navy deposited at least 132,000 men by 
the evening of June 62 through the sheer grit and 
determination of those who stood amongst their 
fellow men at the end of the day, and those who 
would go on to be honored for their sacrifice.  While 
Omaha Beach saw the highest losses, some 4,400 
Allied sailors and soldiers were lost3 with 10,000 
total casualties4 across all the beaches on what had 
become D-Day. Mines continued to pose a threat as 
efforts were made to widen channels and maintain 
areas that had been cleared; lives and ships lost due to 
mines would tally up for months. By June 30, 1944, 
when Ramsay affirmed that Operation Neptune was 
complete, the Allies had succeeded in installing over 
850,000 men and 148,0005 vehicles  on the shores 
of Normandy, pitching the pendulum of favorable 
outcomes away from the Axis powers.

Before the first wave of troops landed on that 
memorable day, the mine-infested waters off the coast 

of Normandy had been the hidden barrier to a return 
to Europe and the liberation of France.  Knowing 
what was at stake and what would be asked of them, 
minesweeping teams went on to be recognized 
for their selfless and rigorous contributions, which 
allowed the Allies to collectively shake Europe free 
of the Axis powers. NCDU teams at Omaha Beach 
were awarded a Presidential Unit Citation, and those 
at Utah Beach received a Navy Unit Commendation. 
These men overcame the challenges before them with 
selflessness and sacrifice, embodying the sentiments 
of Operation Overlord and Operation Neptune. Their 
dedicated acts of service laid the structure for the very 
face of honor.     FRA
1. According to Naval Special Warfare Command. 
2. According to the U.K.’s Imperial War Museums.   
3. �According to the June 5, 2019, BBC article “D-Day: What hap-

pened during the landings of 1944?”
4. According to the June 6, 2014, White House press release 
FACT SHEET: Normandy Landings.” 
5. According to the U.K.’s Imperial War Museums.

American troops of the 7th Naval Beach Battalion training in Britain before their deployment to Omaha Beach. Photo from 
Getty Images.
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The Maine 
   Maritime Museum

Above: The exhibit “Into the Lantern: A Lighthouse Experience” at the Maine Maritime Museum. Right: The wooden schooner Sherman Zwicker spent many summers 
on loan from the Grand Banks Schooner Trust to serve as a waterfront exhibit at the Maine Maritime Museum. On the right, you can see the white metal sculpture 
depicting the size of the schooner Wyoming, prior to the addition of six flag poles representing its masts in 2013. Photos courtesy of the Maine Maritime Museum.



The town of Bath, Maine, lies along the 
Kennebec River on the ragged coastal 
shores of the U.S.’s easternmost state. It is 

slightly north of a line drawn due east from Toronto, 
and nearer to Montreal than to New York. Intricate 
waterways are everywhere along this jagged coast, and 
its seafaring history is an integral part of its villages 
and towns. On a map, the land looks rather like the 
edge of a sheet of ice after an active 2-year-old took 
to it with a mallet. But don’t let that comparison 
fool you. Bedrock underlies the apparent fragments, 
and clawed lobsters love its cold shallows lined with 
perfect hiding places. Fifty-seven active lighthouses 
and six Coast Guard stations lie along the Maine 
coast all the way to New Brunswick, Canada. 

In the 18th century, our emerging nation’s first lines 
of communication and travel were its rivers and bays. 
Maine’s coast was alive with merchant and passenger 
ships carrying goods and people back and forth across 
the Atlantic and up and down the coast, as well as 
with fishing vessels harvesting the bounty of the sea. 
The town of Bath’s access to both inland forests and 

the Atlantic Ocean along the Kennebec River made it 
the ideal spot for the birth of the nation’s shipbuilding 
industry. During the boom times of the mid-19th 
century, at least 19 shipbuilding firms were active 
here. The two- and three-masted schooners built 
here served the growing importance of 19th century 
coastal commerce, and even larger ships became 
integral to the coal trade later in the century. 

So it is no surprise that the Maine Maritime 
Museum grew up in Bath, or that its history is a 
story of dedicated and enthusiastic growth into one 
of the most highly regarded museums of its kind in 
the world. The museum is actually a collection of 
buildings devoted to teaching its visitors the richness 
of Maine’s maritime heritage and culture on a 20-
acre campus on the river. The site is anchored by 
the Percy & Small Shipyard, the only fully restored 
historic shipyard in the country, which was donated 
to the museum in 1975. Four of its original buildings 
remain, each of them designated for the manufacture 
of components of the ships, and each continuing to 
show visitors exactly what was done in them and how.

The City of Ships Honors  The City of Ships Honors  
its Seafaring Heritageits Seafaring Heritage

By Ann Norvell Gray

The Maine 
   Maritime Museum
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A Massive Ship for a Massive Industry
The company around which the campus evolved was 
active from 1893, when the partnership between 
Frank Small and Capt. Samuel Percy was established, 
until 1920, when the age of the wooden schooners 
was at an end. During those years, the firm produced 
41 four-, five- and six-masted ships built to haul 
coal. Among them was the Wyoming, the 450-foot, 
six-masted colossus launched in 1909. It was the 
largest of all the American wooden schooners ever 
built. In March of 1924, it sailed from Boston to 
Norfolk, Virginia, to collect a load of coal bound for 
Canada. On its return voyage north, passing the south 
shore of Cape Cod, it encountered a violent winter 
storm and went down with all hands off of Chatham, 
Massachusetts, somewhere southeast of Monomoy 
Island. It was believed that Wyoming’s great length 
caused it to flex in heavy seas, and despite reinforcing 
iron strapping around the ship’s hull, the violence of 
the gale was too much for it. The search and survey 
company that finally found it in 2003 discovered 
that it had shattered amidships. The age of the great 
wooden schooners was over.

On the grounds of the museum today, there is a 
full-sized sculptural representation of the great ship, 
outlining its bow and stern in white steel with six 
flagpoles in the positions of its masts. Using the most 
reductive of designs, and without encumbering the 
physical space of the campus, the sculptors Joe Hemes 
and Andreas von Huene have given visitors the 
chance to stand beside it and in it to feel how huge 
the Wyoming really was. 

Schooners Up Close
Among the museum’s permanent exhibits is the 
Snow Squall, the 19th century’s last surviving 
American wooden schooner — or what’s left of it. 
The tattered remnant of its bow now on display is all 
that remained of this fast ship after it ran aground 
in 1864 not far from Cape Horn. It lay mostly 
abandoned until it was rediscovered in the Falkland 
Islands in 1979 and returned home to Maine three 
years later. Twentieth century technology put an end 
to American dependence on these beautiful wooden 
vessels, and now only the Bath Iron Works remains 
in the shipbuilding business on the Kennebec. There 

A model ship launch is one example of the outdoor education and experiential learning opportunities offered at the museum.  
Photo courtesy of the Maine Maritime Museum.
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is something almost inexpressibly sad about seeing 
a list cataloguing the fates of the 19th century’s 
fleets of wooden schooners — reading over and over 
again  “disappeared,” “lost,” “wrecked,” “condemned,” 
“burned,” “abandoned” — and realizing that not one 
of them survives.

Fortunately, among the treasures collected and 
preserved by the Maine Maritime Museum is the 
Bath-built Mary E, a small, two-masted clipper 
schooner built in 1906 as a fishing boat. It also 
carried passengers, hauled some cargo, delivered 
mail and is rumored to have been a Prohibition-era 
rum runner. This little lady with a possible secret 
in her past was resurrected in the 1960s and made 
seaworthy by the great-grandson of her builder. In 
2017, Mary E came home to Bath, was restored to 
its original form in the museum’s historic shipyard, 
and relaunched in the Kennebec a year later. It 
can be toured year-round, and sails are offered in 
the summer and early fall. The museum also takes 
lighthouse and nature cruises around the local 
waterways aboard the Merrymeeting, a comfortable 
motor cruiser named for a local bay.

Maine-specific Exhibits
It’s unlikely that anyone thinks about life on the 
waters of Maine without thinking of lobsters. So 
in 1985, a building was added to house a lobstering 
exhibit on the campus. People have been pulling 
these delicious crustaceans out of the water here for 
thousands of years. When Europeans first began 
arriving here, the iconic Maine clawed lobster was 
so plentiful and so easy to collect that it was a staple 
food of the poor. Now, a lobster is most often a luxury 
saved for special occasions. The museum’s popular 
presentation was recently overhauled to reflect the 
new realities of fishing for lobsters. The reimagined 
“Lobstering & the Maine Coast” exhibit engages 
modern interactive technology to bring to life the 
history of the science, the skills, the boat designs, the 
ecological factors and the business acumen required 
for success in this quintessentially Maine livelihood. 

In 1989, a proper brick museum building was 
built on campus next to the shipyard. Before its 
construction, visitors were ferried between two sites. 
For the first time, the new Maritime History Building 
gave the exhibits, the museum’s research library and a 

The front entrance of the main museum building, the Maritime History Building. Photo courtesy of the Maine Maritime Museum.



gift shop one space designed appropriately for them. 
The building also included storage space for the 
collections and offices for the staff. Twenty-one years 
later, the Portland Harbor Museum merged with the 
Maine Maritime Museum, and its collections were 
moved to Bath. A more recent addition includes an 
event space, expanding the museum’s relationship 
with the community. The collections now housed 
here comprise artifacts of every imaginable kind 
from American seafaring life and history, including 
ships’ models and original plans, reference books, 
manuscripts, and more than 40,000 photographs.

The galleries are an interesting example of how 
modern museums continue to upend old traditions 
of freezing lifeless moments of the past without 
context or relevance to the present. Among their lively 
presentations is the immersive “Into the Lantern: A 
Lighthouse Experience,” which replicates a tower 
room from a Cape Elizabeth lighthouse, includes 
an original second-order Fresnel lens, and shows 
video images of what you might have seen from 
the original tower. The museum’s website notes that 
Jeremy D’Entremont, author and historian for the 

American Lighthouse Foundation, had this to say 
about it: “[The exhibit] is a beautifully designed, 
immersive experience that does justice to the ‘jewel 
of the lighthouse,’ the Fresnel lens. These beautiful 
works of functional art were one of the pinnacles of 
19th century technology, and it’s wonderful to see 
one displayed in such a thoughtful way. I have visited 
many lens exhibits in many museums, and this is the 
best I’ve seen.”

Exploring From a Distance
Of course, there is much more to be seen and 
learned in this place. Visitors come away with a 
new appreciation for the art and craft that predated 
the machines and materials we now take entirely 
for granted. The hardiness and courage of the 
earliest mariners and the imagination and skill 
of the designers and craftspeople who built their 
vessels is made clear. A rich taste of what’s on offer 
on-site is accessible to everyone online through 
the museum’s own website and the connections it 
offers to other resources. The introductory video 
leading the “Overview” page of the “About” tab on 

Guests can book a private charter on the cruise boat Merrymeeting, or step aboard for one of the museum’s lighthouse or nature tours. 
The ship features an airy main deck, as well as an open-air upper deck and bow seating. Photo courtesy of the Maine Maritime Museum
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The Maine  
Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-1316
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org

Hours
Open from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 
except on Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s Day. 

Admission
Member................................ Free
Adult..................................... $18.00
Senior.................................... $16.50
Child (6-12)............................ $11.00
Child (under 6) ...................... Free

Admission is good for two days. Free 
parking is available at the museum.

their website is a very fine start. 
The first of the websites listed here under “Resources” 

includes captivating slide presentations narrated by Christopher 
Timm, the museum’s knowledgeable and articulate chief 
curator, covering aspects of the collection’s paintings of ships, 
shipbuilding magnates, and these magnates’ family members. 
There are more of these offerings as you navigate their site. 

And if you are in need of a sailboat yourself, as we went to 
press, the museum was offering a 12-foot 1969 Beetle Cat for 
sale. The little sailing dinghy was designed by John Beetle and 
first built in 1921; this one has been meticulously restored on-
site. Call the museum and ask Kurt Spiridakis in the Boatshop if 
you’ve missed your chance. It’s a lovely little thing, and its price 
goes right back into support for this beloved institution on the 
Kennebec.    FRA 

Resources: 
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/mainemaritimemuseum 
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org/collection/research/ 
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org/explore-online/ 
www.capecodtimes.com/article/20031108/NEWS01/311089950 
www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g40505-d103733-Reviews-Maine_Mari-
time_Museum-Bath_Maine.html

Because virtually no information about the pre-1914 blacksmith building is available, the “Kenneth D. Kramer Blacksmith Shop” 
exhibit is an evocation of the 1914 building, approximating its original dimensions of 84 feet by 26 feet. Photo courtesy of the Maine 
Maritime Museum.
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The Invention of the Year
� e world’s lightest and most portable mobility device

� e Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.

10”

 Throughout the ages, there have been many important 
advances in mobility. Canes, walkers, rollators, and scooters 
were created to help people with mobility issues get around 
and retain their independence. Lately, however, there haven’t 
been any new improvements to these existing products or 
developments in this field. Until now. Recently, an innovative 
design engineer who’s developed one of the world’s most 
popular products created a completely new breakthrough... 
a personal electric vehicle. It’s called the Zinger, and there 
is nothing out there quite like it.

“What my wife especially loves is it gives her back 
feelings of safety and independence which has given a 
real boost to her confi dence and happiness! Thank You!” 

–Kent C., California

The first thing you’ll notice about the Zinger is its unique 
look. It doesn’t look like a scooter. Its sleek, lightweight yet 
durable frame is made with aircraft grade aluminum. It 
weighs only 47.2 lbs but can handle a passenger that’s up to 
275 lbs!  It features one-touch folding and unfolding– when 

folded it can be wheeled around like a suitcase and fits easily 
into a backseat or trunk. Then, there are the steering levers. 
They enable the Zinger to move forward, backward, turn 
on a dime and even pull right up to a table or desk. With its 
compact yet powerful motor it can go up to 6 miles an hour 
and its rechargeable battery can go up to 8 miles on a single 
charge. With its low center of gravity and inflatable tires it 
can handle rugged terrain and is virtually tip-proof. Think 
about it, you can take your Zinger almost anywhere, so you 
don’t have to let mobility issues rule your life. 

 Why take our word for it. You can try the Zinger out for 
yourself with our exclusive home trial. Call now, and find 
out how you can try out a Zinger of your very own.

Zinger Chair®

Call now and receive a utility basket 
absolutely FREE with your order. 

1-888-595-8284
Please mention code 115287 when ordering.

The Zinger Chair is a personal electric vehicle and is not a medical device nor a wheelchair. Zinger is not intended for medical purposes 
 to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. It is not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid.  © 2021 fi rst STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 85

22
1

Once in a lifetime, a product comes along that truly moves people.
Introducing the future of battery-powered personal transportation... The Zinger. 
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By William C. Seigfried

Planning a  
Veteran’s Funeral
When a veteran passes away, it is a very 

emotional time for the family. They have 
so many decisions to make, and one 

of those decisions is who will perform the military 
services. Most funeral homes are able to provide help 
with this type of service by contacting a local veterans 
group, such as the FRA.

Now what about a funeral that needs to be 
performed that is more than 1,400 miles away and 
takes over 5 1/2 months to perform? You are probably 
thinking this is a joke, right? WRONG! This really 
did happen to one of our FRA Shipmates. 

Let me tell you about the funeral I offered to plan 
that ended up being a learning moment. 

My name is Bill C. Seigfried and I am a member 
of FRA Branch 115 in Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania. 
One of my fellow branch members was named Carl 
A. Kilhefner. He was a proud member of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He served in the Marines from 1958 
to 1962. Carl was also a member of the American 
Legion and Marine Corps League Detachment 248 
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

One thing about Carl that I recall was that he 
would eat his meal and talk to all of those around 
him. Once the meeting began, he would sit listening 
with his arms crossed and not say much. 

How I Met Carl
I met Carl for what I thought was the first time in 
July of 2018. I say that because he asked me, “Don’t 
I know you?” I hear this a lot. He then asked, “what’s 
your last name?” 

I said, “Seigfried. Why?”
“Are you related to Cecily Siegfried?”
“No, but I am good friends with her and her 

husband Tom.”

Well, his eyes lit up.
“That’s where I know you from! We marched in the 

same drum corps and have the same friends.”
We became instant friends.
In the beginning of the summer of 2019, I was 

unable to attend FRA meetings due to a digestive 
ailment. When I went back to the meetings, Carl was 
not in attendance. I asked one of my fellow members, 
“Where’s Carl?” He stated that Carl had sold his 
home and moved to Oklahoma with his daughter, 
Chrissy, and her husband, Jim, who was in the Army. 
It was not till a few weeks later that I found out that 
Carl was suffering from cancer. I would call and talk 
to him on the phone or send him cards in the mail. I 
would give him hope, as I am a cancer survivor of 30-
plus years. At the time, I did not realize just how bad 
a shape he was in. 

On May 14, 2020, I was at my doctors having some 
minor surgery done on my foot. I received a text from 
one of my fellow branch members that Carl had 
passed away that morning. It felt like I was kicked in 
the stomach when I read that text. 

When I got home, I called our friend Cecily 
Siegfried to tell her that Carl had passed away. I also 
told her to mention to Carl’s daughter when Cecily 
talked to her that if she needed any help with Carl’s 
funeral, she could call me. Now, I did not know Carl’s 
daughter and she did not know me, but a few hours 
later, I received a telephone call from Carl’s daughter.

“This is Chrissy [Peterson] and I understand you 
want to help with my dad’s funeral.” She said she and 
her husband, Jim, were with Carl when he took his 
last breath. Carl had been cremated and they would 
be bringing his ashes back to Lehigh Valley to be 
placed with her mother’s remains. 

I told her that I was sorry for his passing and 
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would be honored to help with her dad’s funeral. 
I explained that I was certified through the 
Department of Defense to perform military-style 
funerals. She agreed to put her complete trust in 
me, a person whom she had never met, but had only 
heard about from her father. 

The Logistics
I got to work right away by contacting my branch 
president, Bill Nixon, to tell him that I would be 
handling Carl’s funeral on this end. I contacted 
the commander of American Legion Post 367, 
John Treiber, who is also the sergeant-at-arms 
for our branch. Then I contacted Marine Corps 
League Detachment 284 representative Roslyn 
Schroeder. Within a short time, a meeting was set 
up with more than 35 people from all three groups 
to discuss what we could do for Carl’s funeral. I 
suggested splitting the one large group into three 
smaller groups. 

Group No. 1 was made up of FRA members who 
would be in charge of the military service before the 
Mass, the flag-folding ceremony where we read the 
purpose of the 13 folds, and providing one of the 
two buglers at the funeral. 

Group No. 2 was comprised of American Legion 
members who would supply the proper flag needed, 
the honor guard for the rifle salute, a chaplain at 

the cemetery and a bugler. They would also secure 
the American Legion hall and provide help to the 
caterer. 

Group No. 3 was made of Marine Corps League 
members who would help with the honor guard, 
perform the burial service, place both the flag and 
urn at the gravesite, and present the folded flag to 
Chrissy. 

After we locked all this in, we hit a roadblock 
called COVID-19. This put the brakes on 
everything. There were travel restrictions and 
to make matters worse, Chrissy’s son, Daniel 
was unable to attend. He was in the Navy, and 
many of his crew members had caught the virus. 
Additionally, the Navy did not consider Carl as an 
immediate member of Daniel’s family. Like the old 
saying, “hurry up and wait” was in effect. 

I kept in touch with Chrissy every two weeks, 
either by text or telephone. Throughout the next five 
months, we had no progress to report, but I made 
sure that all three groups were kept informed of any 
changes. This provided us more time to fine-tune 
the funeral details. At the beginning of October 
2020, we received the green light from Chrissy for 
the service to be held on Oct. 27, 2020. I now had a 
lot of work to do in Pennsylvania before the funeral. 
The week before the funeral, the members of our 
FRA flag team, Branch President Bill Nixon, and 

Several Shipmates from the Lehigh Valley Branch gather at Carl’s funeral. Photo by Chrissy Peterson.
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YES.   Please reserve the “Honor, Courage & 
Commitment” U.S. Navy® Tribute Ring for me as  
described in this announcement. 

 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                          Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                            State            Zip

E-Mail (Optional)
01-20091-001-E27943

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

PRIORITY RESERVATION                   SEND NO MONEY NOWLIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a  

first‑come‑first‑served basis. Respond 
as soon as possible to reserve your ring. 

Expertly hand-crafted in solid sterling silverExpertly hand-crafted in solid sterling silver

Gleaming with rich 18K gold platingGleaming with rich 18K gold plating

Featuring a custom-cut genuine  Featuring a custom-cut genuine  
black onyx center stoneblack onyx center stone

Engraved with the noble  Engraved with the noble  
values of the United States Navyvalues of the United States Navy®®

For Distinguished Service... To Wear with PrideFor Distinguished Service... To Wear with Pride
Steadfast in their core values, the sailors of the United States NavySteadfast in their core values, the sailors of the United States Navy®® have dedicated their lives to the noble tradition of serving their country with honor, courage and  have dedicated their lives to the noble tradition of serving their country with honor, courage and 
commitment. Now, you can show your allegiance to the steadfast spirit of the United States Navycommitment. Now, you can show your allegiance to the steadfast spirit of the United States Navy®® like never before, with a new limited-edition jewelry exclusive as  like never before, with a new limited-edition jewelry exclusive as 
distinctive as the sailors that it salutes.distinctive as the sailors that it salutes.

A Singular Achievement in Craftsmanship and DesignA Singular Achievement in Craftsmanship and Design
Our Our “Honor, Courage & Commitment” U.S. Navy“Honor, Courage & Commitment” U.S. Navy®® Tribute Ring  Tribute Ring is individually crafted in solid sterling silver with 18K gold plating, and features the Navyis individually crafted in solid sterling silver with 18K gold plating, and features the Navy®® emblem of eagle,  emblem of eagle, 
shield and crossed anchors in raised relief against a custom-cut genuine black onyx center stone. The striking contrast of silver and gold continues in the rope borders shield and crossed anchors in raised relief against a custom-cut genuine black onyx center stone. The striking contrast of silver and gold continues in the rope borders 
that surrounds the central emblem and the sculpted eagles on each side. Adding to the meaning and value, the ring is engraved inside the band with the words: Honor • that surrounds the central emblem and the sculpted eagles on each side. Adding to the meaning and value, the ring is engraved inside the band with the words: Honor • 
Courage • Commitment and United States Navy.Courage • Commitment and United States Navy.

Order online at bradfordexchange.com/20091

*Plus $16.00 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 
4-6 weeks for delivery of your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit. Sales 
subject to product availability and order acceptance.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
To assure a proper fit, a ring sizer will be sent to you  

after your reservation has been accepted.

®Officially Licensed by the Department of the Navy  
©2021 The Bradford Exchange    All rights reserved    01-20091-001-BISSTEST

Limited-Time Offer...Order Now!Limited-Time Offer...Order Now!
A bold statement of everything the U.S. NavyA bold statement of everything the U.S. Navy®® stands for, this custom ring comes in a deluxe wood case with a plaque engraved with the same words that are on the ring,  stands for, this custom ring comes in a deluxe wood case with a plaque engraved with the same words that are on the ring, 
and includes a Certificate of Authenticity.and includes a Certificate of Authenticity. An exceptional value at $249.99*, you can pay for your ring in 6 easy installments of $41.67. To reserve yours, backed by our  An exceptional value at $249.99*, you can pay for your ring in 6 easy installments of $41.67. To reserve yours, backed by our 
unconditional 120 day guarantee, send no money now. Just mail the Priority Reservation. But hurry... this edition is strictly limitedunconditional 120 day guarantee, send no money now. Just mail the Priority Reservation. But hurry... this edition is strictly limited!!

A Custom Jewelry Exclusive Available Only from The Bradford Exchange

Actual size

®
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I went to the cemetery to perform a practice run. 
There was a speech that was read as each fold of 
the flag was made — each fold has its own unique 
meaning. We also performed a sound check, since 
the loud traffic made Bill have to speak louder, or as 
he said, “use my outside voice.” The chairman of the 
flag-folding team, Dan Heitzer, was in charge of the 
ceremony that would be held at the church, so he 
contacted Ms. JoAnne Glover, who ran the military 
funerals for St. Elizabeth of Hungary Roman 
Catholic Church. They went over the details of what 
would be done on the 27th.

Meeting With Chrissy
On the Oct. 26, 2020, we met with Chrissy for the 
first time, as well as Jim and Daniel. It was a lousy 
day. It was raining and cold. We all went to Mission 
BBQ for lunch and talked about the funeral that 
was to be held the next day. I prayed to God that the 
weather would be much better and on the morning 
of the 27th, the sun was out, and it was a pleasant 
day. I guess that God heard my prayers, but I sure 
could not sleep the night before — I only got two 
hours’ sleep. Needless to say, I was worried that 
something would go wrong.

I went to the church early to meet with Ms. 
Glover and the priest to go over the graveside 
service. I was there for our service before the Mass, 
and afterward I left for the cemetery. The members 
of the FRA did a fantastic job performing the Last 
Roll Call, but when I got to the gravesite, I still had 
to adjust a few things. I worked with the Marine 
Corps League on a few things and as the cars started 

to arrive at the gravesite, I held my breath and hoped 
that everything would go smoothly. The service 
went off without a hitch and all the hard work and 
planning paid off. 

 When we got back to the American Legion 
hall, our chaplain said a prayer before the luncheon. 
Chrissy came over to where I was sitting, so I asked 
her, “Are you happy with what we did?” She smiled 
and said, “Yes, thank you for what you all did for my 
Daddy.” I smiled for the first time in some time and 
finally I could start to breathe normally again.

One of the guests who came over to where I was 
sitting asked, “Are you all right?” I told her yes and 
thanked her for being concerned. I joked with her 
that when I started to plan Carl’s funeral, I had a full 
head of hair, but now I don’t! 

Someone approached me a little later and asked 
if I had to do it all over again, would I? Like “Stone 
Cold Steve Austin” says, “Hell yeah!”   FRA 

Author Bill Seigfried is a Navy veteran and is certified as a 
veteran funeral chairman and consultant advisor through the 
Department of Defense. 
  
Author’s Note: I want to thank one and all who helped with 
Carl’s funeral. It took a lot of teamwork and I would like to 
recognize: Roslyn Schroeder and her group from Marine Corps 
League Detachment 284, American Legion Cmdr. John Treiber 
and all those who helped from Post 367, the Shipmates of FRA 
Branch 115, Branch President Bill Nixon, Dan Heitzer and our 
flag-folding team, JoAnne Glover from St. Elizabeth Church of 
Hungary Roman Catholic, Cecily Siegfried, and last but certainly 
not least, Jim, Chrissy and Daniel Peterson. 

Carl A. Kilhefner at an FRA meeting. Photo by Chrissy 
Peterson.

Bill Seigfried (yellow cover) attending the funeral. Photo by Chrissy 
Peterson.
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so much more than just a day job.
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You’ve traveled long and far…

LEAVE A LEGACY 
of Loyalty, Protection and Service

The “Book of  Memories” was instituted in 1959 to perpetuate 
the memory of  Shipmates and Ladies who have joined the 
Staff  of  the Supreme Commander. 

Originally, the donations received were placed in a special fund 
established to pay the mortgage on the National Executive 
Offices building. The mortgage was paid in full by the date 
of  the 1961 national convention. However, the Shipmates 
decided that memorializing their departed members in this 
manner was most fitting and the program was continued.

Create a lasting tribute and perpetuate your commitment to 
the guiding principles of our organization.

To learn more, contact FRA National Headquarters  
at 1-800-372-1924 or email at phillipr@fra.org.

“BOOK OF MEMORIES”
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The FRA congratulates the following Shipmates who became Life Members during the second quarter of 
2021. The listing, which is arranged alphabetically and by the month joined, includes each member’s branch 
number or Member-at-Large (MAL) designation. Call 1-800-FRA-1924 to learn how you can become a Life 

Member of the Fleet Reserve Association.

APRIL
Anderson, Billy L.  	 MAL
Andruchek, John J.  	 MAL
Baldwin, Rick P.  	 38
Bartley, Milton L.  	 MAL
Baylis Jr., Ronald E.	 91
Bence, Dennis L.  	 MAL
Birckhead, Gregory S.  	 24
Brewer Jr., William A.	 40
Bryant, Ronald J.	 210
Bush, Earl E.	 22
Clas, John	 MAL
Conover, Lloyd K.	 289
Crowley, Stanley G.	 156
Cunningham, Richard E.	MAL
Davidson, Paul D.	 40
Dematties, Irving E.	 MAL
Doran, Robert G.	 MAL
Ealy, Ken	 269
Elliott, Art	 MAL
Engleman, Richard M.	 38
Epstein, Eric D.	 24
Frick, Walter	 24
Galeon, Romeo	 302
Galito, Donald O.	 MAL
Galla, Joseph W.	 24
Garcia, Dale F.	 94
Gascon, Jimmy	 302
George, Karin 	 24
Gerdes, Darvin G.	 97
Goldstein, Anastasia	 290
Grubb, David F.	 MAL
Gubbins, David R.	 MAL
Haller, Robert	 MAL
Hansen, Gary L.	 MAL
Hardesty, John A.	 60
Hibbeler, Wayne C.	 MAL
Higgins, Richard J.	 70
Hunter, Bruce D.	 MAL
Husted, David J.	 290
Irving, Richard A.	 24

Jackson, James	 137
Kaylor, Robert P.	 60
Kee, Roger J.	 MAL
Kelly, James P.	 MAL
Kerns, Brian 	 93
Kettelle, Thomas W.	 93
Lambries, Dennis N.	 269
Lindsay, Bob L.	 24
Little, Elizabeth A.	 181
Longcrane, Robert	 MAL
Lovette, Patrick M.	 70
MacMurphy, Shawn L.	 24
Mai, Gerald N.	 MAL
Major, Tommie	 67
Marcotte, Edward F.	 MAL
Martin, Marty	 137
Masil, Edward M.	 MAL
Mastin, James R.	 269
McAbee, James L.	 29
McLellan, Pat	 20
Middendorf, Edward W.	 24
Morris, Steven D.	 99
Musial, Kenneth	 MAL
Nelson II, Arvid S.	 126
Nelson, Thomas R.	 276
O’Neill, James 	 70
Pariseau, Royle J.	 29
Pester, Lonnie	 MAL
Pharis, Eugene C.	 MAL
Radaneata, Cristian	 94
Ramos, Sijifredo	 MAL
Reagin, Russell D.	 316
Reed, Robert D.	 93
Reyes, Anthony S.	 MAL
Riffle, Jeffrey A.	 MAL
Roberts, David S.	 162
Robinson, Steven R.	 60
Rogers, Brad D.	 24
Ruffo, Ronald 	 24
Salazar, Stanley	 MAL
Sears, Steven	 170

Senall, Joseph D.	 24
Sessler, Martin	 269
Shorten, Russell K.	 MAL
Shuler, John T.	 MAL
Simmons, Thomas	 18
Sprouse, Mark D.	 24
Sznakowski, William R.	 MAL
Taylor, Darin M.	 29
Thomas, Robert J.	 94
Thomason, David W.	 MAL
Turner, Dennis H.	 269
Viado, Rogelio P.	 90
Williams, Charles	 MAL
Williams, John H.	 MAL
Wilson, Chad E.	 91
Yearty, Robert C.	 22

MAY
Anger, Jerry	 112
Bergh, Philip O.	 136
Berglund, Philip H.	 MAL
Berryman, Paul W.	 60
Boatman, Robert H.	 61
Botengan, Warren G.	 MAL
Bradbury, Courtland D.	 230
Briggs, William J.	 24
Buck, Robert A.	 185
Burdick, David J.	 91
Burnham, Ruth A.	 186
Castillo Jr., Filemon V.	 46
Chaffin, Ross J.	 24
Copeland, Timothy	 290
Cotton, Timothy	 24
Covert, Calvin W.	 MAL
Cox, Dennis E.	 269
Creppel, Lauris	 91
Crim, Victoria A.	 99
Curtice, Charles	 102
Cusack, Charles H.	 MAL
Davis, Jeffrey A.	 MAL
Denton, Robert J.	 24

Detoy, Norman C.	 MAL
Doucette, Kevin M.	 162
Durham, Francis E.	 276
Durkin, William F.	 MAL
Escobal, Ricardo P.	 289
Ewbank, Jonathan S.	 316
Farrell, James J.	 MAL
Feller, Bill	 161
Foster, Barbara D.	 382
Gaduyon, Rene G.	 MAL
Gardner, Kenneth	 MAL
Gilbert, Tim	 115
Gittes, Jodi R.	 24
Grippo, Gino	 61
Gromis, Terry L.	 MAL
Haines, Terry M.	 68
Halloran, Shane 	 24
Hanson, Gary N.	 MAL
Harbin, Dennis E.	 MAL
Harriman, Paul	 MAL
Howell, Judd A.	 24
Hyde, John W.	 MAL
Jackson, Ric	 316
Jemison, David	 112
Johnson, Dewitt C.	 104
Johnson, Robert A.	 40
Jones Jr., Johnnie M.	 162
Kauffmann, Carl F.	 24
Keenan, Wayne A.	 20
Kesler, Carlton L.	 MAL
Kindergan, Robert A.	 MAL
King, Kevin W.	 93
Kopec Jr., Joseph	 24
Kotarba, Dennis J.	 12
Larson, Loretta M.	 MAL
Ledoux, Normand R.	 MAL
Lee, Dennis D.	 60
Lee, William T.	 109
Lepretre, Lee	 269
Luna, Antonio C.	 MAL
Luper, Billy R.	 MAL



Maag, Kenneth L.	 221
Macintyre, Joseph W.	 29
Macygin, Michael R.	 12
Marino, Michael J.	 226
Marr, William J.	 24
Mason, Ford E.	 99
McCall Jr., Charles E.	 MAL
McFall, Paul G.	 269
Miethker, Paul H.	 208
Miles, Kent S.	 MAL
Mills, Lowell C.	 269
Mills, Richard G.	 MAL
Mollenido, Lope F.	 MAL
Monical, Brian	 261
Montague, Dale W.	 MAL
Monzingo, Charles 	 29
Moody, Donald J.	 263
Nelson, Jon	 MAL
O’Donnell, Dennis M.	 MAL
Pachak, William J.	 MAL

Palmer, Eddie L.	 86
Panchal, Suman M.	 93
Perez, Rick	 20
Pewewardy, Garner	 MAL
Piluden, Wilfred B.	 MAL
Potak, George	 24
Rasmussen, Julian L.	 70
Richardson, Billy	 MAL
Roberts, John	 MAL
Robinson, Donald W.	 MAL
Robinson Sr., Edward F.	 126
Sanchez, Nicanor	 247
Senkpiel, Jon H.	 MAL
Sikes, Lloyd B.	 70
Stone, John F.	 MAL
Stoops, Lewis	 94
Taton, Carl J.	 MAL
Thompson, Douglas	 90
Thompson, Earl	 18
Thompson, Kenneth A.	 MAL

Tidwell, Fermon W.	 MAL
Villanueva, Anastacio L.	 84
Weathersby, X. L.	 MAL
Wilding, Scott	 MAL
Wilkinson Jr., William M.	 18
Willis, Richard T.	 24
Wood, William H.	 289
Wurtz, Peter J.	 MAL
Young, Harmon M.	 181

JUNE    
Aldrich, John	 MAL
Allen, Friel H.	 289
Allen, Dawn M.	 104
Aquino, Antonio M.	 24
Arbitrario, Phillip G.	 46
Barnes, Doris	 13
Bieber, Erwin	 MAL
Black, Louis	 MAL
Blackwood, John	 24

Bland, Keith A.	 24
Blunt, Cheryl L.	 MAL
Boyd, Donald E.	 MAL
Boyd, Johnny C.	 201
Bryant, Billy B.	 MAL
Butler Sr., Joseph P.	 MAL
Cantrell, Frank	 MAL
Cherneski, Robert	 24
Christopherson, Robert J.	 MAL
Cistriano, John J.	 24
Cohen, Douglas J.	 72
Coleman, Clyde L.	 268
Connor, George	 MAL
Cox, David L.	 269
Crill, Larry R.	 55
Crundwell, Edward S.	 MAL
Dahlman, Carl E.	 20
Demi, Christopher	 24
Dent, Robert L.	 MAL
Depew, Bruce J.	 MAL

Finally, an emergency alert
that works anywhere!

For more details call: 1-866-205-4872
golatitude.com/veterans

Why should you be satisfied with an emergency alert 
that only works at home? You deserve to be protected 
everywhere with ‘Latitude Mobile Alert’.

The ‘Latitude Mobile Alert’, with auto fall detection, 
provides safety and independence no matter where you 
are located when you need urgent help.

Our Smart Talk feature guides you through your personal 
emergency by voice announcements from the alarm. 

The alarm is programmable to call and text 6 contacts and 
emergency services when urgent help is needed. 

‘Latitude Mobile Alert’ has no monthly monitoring fees
and is available and paid for by VA for veterans.

Using 4G LTE cellular networks, it works when you’re at 
home and on the go, doing what you love.

FORMERLY LIVE
LIFE ALARMS

2021
MODEL!

Available
and paid
for by VA

for veterans

Contractor Part number: LLA EV-08W
Contract 47QSWA20D0006
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Discus Jr., Anthony J.	 24
Dudas, John P.	 MAL
Dunn Jr., David L.	 MAL
Epperson, William R.	 227
Eyler, Mahlon E.	 MAL
Falu, Paula D.	 99
Fischer, Robert E.	 MAL
Fowler, Lloyd V.	 MAL
Fuhrmann, Ed	 53
Gagnon, Richard	  MAL
Grott, John J.	 20
Hernandez, Abraham J. 	MAL
Hirsch, Jeffrey B.	 24
Hook, Robert W.	 MAL
Huston, Ryan J.	 24
Johnson, Don	 162
Jones, Melvin E.	 161
Kelly, Gerald T.	 MAL
Kirtley, Robert B.	 269
Kolda, Theodore C.	 08

Krause, Reinold L.	 MAL
Kroyer, Daniel S.	 166
Limas, Gregory	 261
Mallett, James C.	 MAL
Matheny Sr., Fredric L.	 170
McGowan, Jack R.	 57
McGraw, Bruce	 MAL
Melling, Merle E.	 269
Miller, Will A.	 24
Moffett, Paul	 24
Murphey, Theodore L.	 163
Murray, Robert S.	 20
Myers, Stephen D.	 08
Nitz, David F.	 91
O’Hara, David	 MAL
Parker, Donald L.	 MAL
Parmenter, Gregory	 MAL
Pawlowski, Andrew Z.	 137
Peterson, Stanley M.	 MAL
Phillippe, Larry W.	 MAL

Pianalto, Byron L.	 60
Pitton, James E.	 46
Polk, Chris J.	 24
Rader, Robert G.	 170
Re, Brian	 310
Reed, Ray	 MAL
Renchkovsky, Michael T.	MAL
Richmond, Leslie H.	 276
Roberts, James F.	 MAL
Robinson, Newton B.	 264
Ronda, Rhoderick B.	 127
Russell, Keith E.	 MAL
Ryan, David	 MAL
Schneider, Susan Z.	 24
Schueller, Leroy J.	 MAL
Shehane, Robert T.	 MAL
Singer, Robert D.	 47
Smith, Colin A.	 24
Sperry, Douglas R.	 MAL
Stilphen, Dennis	 MAL

Stuart, James W.	 MAL
Sweaney, Larry D.	 MAL
Tannahill, Dewey C.	 159
Thiesen, Gordon D.	 MAL
Tobias, David E.	 70
Torrey, Eugene	 24
Trinkle Jr., Irvin F.	 289
Twigg, David A.	 MAL
Upham, William C.	 MAL
Wade, Phillip M.	 MAL
Weber Jr., Karl T.	 MAL
Weyant, Ned G.	 MAL
Whalen, Michael L.	 MAL
Wilcox Jr., Robert	 MAL
Winner, Steven J.	 161
Wright, James	 264
Zorn, Marion L.	 24
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 Member benefits include:
• A legislative team fighting for your pay and 

benefits on Capitol Hill

• Use of the Action Center at www.fra.org to  
share your opinions directly with Congress

• Eligibility for you and your family to apply  
for the FRA education scholarships

• Access to expert staff to answer your  
legislative questions

• Representation on disability or other VA claims

• Discounts on products and services

• Camaraderie with other service members

Your dues include a subscription to the 
association’s monthly magazine. FRAtoday is  
your most reliable source of association information. 
Topics covered are: military pay, health care, and 
benefits. Some great association information and 
items of interest to you and your family are included.

In addition to receiving the print version of the 
magazine, please include your email to receive 
NewsBytes, the weekly email newsletter update  
of current legislative and association activities.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME 

RATE / RANK  

STREET ADDRESS

SUITE / SPACE / LOT

CITY  

STATE  ZIP CODE

EMAIL ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE / MOBILE TELEPHONE

DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YY) SSN (optional) 

SPOUSE’S NAME

  Branch #________________        Closest Branch     Member-at-Large

Are you a previous FRA member?
  No   Yes, previous member # ___________________________

I certify I meet the FRA eligibility requirements of being a current or former enlisted member of the Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard.
Service:    USN     USMC     USCG                          Status:    Active      Reserve      Retired      Veteran

Membership is open to all current and former enlisted 
sea service (USN, USMC, USCG) personnel. 

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS 
All memberships includes a subscription to  
FRAtoday magazine, a $40 value.

  1 Year / $40.00

  2 Years / $64.00 SPECIAL OFFER FIRST TIME MEMBERS!

  2 Years / $75.00 (for renewing or reinstating FRA members)

  5 Years / $180.00

  Life Member (see table for price)

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Join online at: www.FRA.org/JOIN
  

 Master Card            Visa            Discover 

 American Express              Check-enclosed

CREDIT CARD NO. EXP. DATE 

SIGNATURE  DATE

SPONSORED BY

NAME 

MEMBER NO. BRANCH NO. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP RATES
Active Duty .............. $400
Age 40 &younger ..... $450
Ages 41 to 50 ........... $425
Ages 51 to 60 ........... $390
Ages 61 to 70  .......... $340
Ages 71 to 80 ........... $260
Ages 81 to 99 ........... $200
Ages 100 and older .. FREEMail completed form to: Fleet Reserve Association • 125 N. West St. • Alexandria, VA 22314

AUGUST 2021



 Member benefits include:
• A legislative team fighting for your pay and 

benefits on Capitol Hill

• Use of the Action Center at www.fra.org to  
share your opinions directly with Congress

• Eligibility for you and your family to apply  
for the FRA education scholarships

• Access to expert staff to answer your  
legislative questions

• Representation on disability or other VA claims

• Discounts on products and services

• Camaraderie with other service members

Your dues include a subscription to the 
association’s monthly magazine. FRAtoday is  
your most reliable source of association information. 
Topics covered are: military pay, health care, and 
benefits. Some great association information and 
items of interest to you and your family are included.

In addition to receiving the print version of the 
magazine, please include your email to receive 
NewsBytes, the weekly email newsletter update  
of current legislative and association activities.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME 

RATE / RANK  

STREET ADDRESS

SUITE / SPACE / LOT

CITY  

STATE  ZIP CODE

EMAIL ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE / MOBILE TELEPHONE

DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YY) SSN (optional) 

SPOUSE’S NAME

  Branch #________________        Closest Branch     Member-at-Large

Are you a previous FRA member?
  No   Yes, previous member # ___________________________

I certify I meet the FRA eligibility requirements of being a current or former enlisted member of the Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard.
Service:    USN     USMC     USCG                          Status:    Active      Reserve      Retired      Veteran

Membership is open to all current and former enlisted 
sea service (USN, USMC, USCG) personnel. 

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS 
All memberships includes a subscription to  
FRAtoday magazine, a $40 value.

  1 Year / $40.00

  2 Years / $64.00 SPECIAL OFFER FIRST TIME MEMBERS!

  2 Years / $75.00 (for renewing or reinstating FRA members)

  5 Years / $180.00

  Life Member (see table for price)

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Join online at: www.FRA.org/JOIN
  

 Master Card            Visa            Discover 

 American Express              Check-enclosed

CREDIT CARD NO. EXP. DATE 

SIGNATURE  DATE

SPONSORED BY

NAME 

MEMBER NO. BRANCH NO. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP RATES
Active Duty .............. $400
Age 40 &younger ..... $450
Ages 41 to 50 ........... $425
Ages 51 to 60 ........... $390
Ages 61 to 70  .......... $340
Ages 71 to 80 ........... $260
Ages 81 to 99 ........... $200
Ages 100 and older .. FREEMail completed form to: Fleet Reserve Association • 125 N. West St. • Alexandria, VA 22314

FRA’s Education Foundation awards approximately $90,000 in scholarship funds each year to 
recipients based on financial need, academic standing, character and leadership qualities. Our 
scholarship program is open to anyone who has an affiliation with the USN, USMC or USCG, through 
their own service or that of a spouse, parent or grandparent.

To learn more about the FRA Education Foundation and our scholarships, visit www.fra.org/
foundation where you will find descriptions of each scholarship program, lists of past winners and, 
starting in September of each year, applications for the current year’s programs. We encourage all 
eligible scholars to apply for our scholarships and to share information about them with others.

Questions? E-mail us at scholars@fra.org or call 703-683-1400.

Educating our service members,  
veterans and their families.

Who needs money for college or trade school?

EDUCATION FOUNDATION

125 N. West Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
800-FRA-1924 • 703-683-1400
scholars@fra.org

Visit www.fra.org/foundation 
for 2021 scholarship 

applications and rules 
or to donate.
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SHIPMATE NEWS

1. BRANCH 89, ATLANTA, GA.
Following a recent branch meeting, several 
Shipmates visited the Gwinnett Veterans 
Memorial Museum, where Shipmate 
David Berndt, center in the red shirt, is the 
director. David and his volunteers keep the 
museum stocked with artifacts and are very 
knowledgeable.

2. BRANCH 115, LEHIGH VALLEY, PA.
On May 10, the Black Diamond Branch 
presented the Lehigh Valley Division of the U.S. 
Naval Sea Cadet Corps with an official Sea 
Cadets flag. Branch Treasurer Larry Roth (L) and 
Branch VP Dan Heitzer (R) gave the flag to Lead 
Sea Cadet Mike Dixon (center).

3. BRANCH 70, POWAY, CALIF.
Sophia Banner won third place in the 
Americanism Essay Contest at the branch level 
for 12th grade.

4. BRANCH 70, POWAY, CALIF.
Isabel Eaton won second place in the 
Americanism Essay Contest at the branch level 
for 8th grade.

5. BRANCH 130, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
During a recent branch meeting, Shipmate Hank 
Jacoby from Greenwood, Indiana, displayed his 
new quilt made by his two sisters. Look closely 
at the neckline of our national bird represented 
in the quilt and you will see several uniform 
buttons incorporated. 

6. BRANCH 382, NAMPA, IDAHO
Shipmates prepared “USS SPUD,” Parade 
Craft 382, for the Nampa Parade America to 
celebrate Armed Forces Day. (L to R) PRPNW 
Hazel Bettencourt, Chuck Crooks, Branch VP Bill 
Sutherland, Jim Murrell, Don Franklin and Les 
Meade. Photo by Branch President/RPNW Danny 
Hunt.

7. BRANCH 208, JACKSONVILLE, N.C.
Camp Lejeune Branch Shipmates attended the 
Peace Officers Memorial Day Observance on 
May 14.  The event included an honor guard, 
ceremonial music, a gun salute and a ceremonial 
wreath-laying. The branch members posed with 
Director of Public Safety Chief Mike Yaniero.  

8. BRANCH 104, PUYALLUP, WASH.
Assistant Principal John Prosser of Bethel High 
School in Spanaway, Washington, presented 
Colleen Fanning the Fleet Reserve Award. 
Fanning is the incoming cadet commander 
of the Air Force Junior ROTC Squadron at the 
school. This is a unit that Branch 104 supports 
even though it’s an Air Force JROTC unit.

1 2

5
7

6

13

9 10



41 FRAtoday  ///  August  2021

SHIPMATE NEWS

9. BRANCH 207, DALE CITY, VA.
The Fredericksburg Area Veterans Council, 
which FRA Branch 207 is part of, held at 
the Fredericksburg Area War Memorial in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. Branch President Bill 
Ashton was in attendance.

10. BRANCH 89, ATLANTA, GA.
Branch members their and family joined 
the effort to place American flags at each 
gravesite at the Georgia National Cemetery in 
Canton, Georgia, in observance of Memorial 
Day. (L to R) Shipmate John Sailers, Mrs. 
Barron, Shipmate Wayne Barron and Branch 
President Ernie Rose.

11. BRANCH 382, NAMPA, IDAHO
Branch members traveled from Nampa to 
Twin Falls, Idaho, to meet other branch 
members who live in that area. They had 
a lunch and presented certificates and 
Continuous Membership Pins. (L to R) Branch 
President Danny Hunt, John Cook (35 years), 
Andrew Morales (25 years), Joe Putman (45 
years), Roger Swarts (35 years), William Peer 
(30 years) and Branch VP Bill Sutherland. 

12. BRANCH 98, SHREVEPORT, LA.
Branch 98 held a Memorial Day service 
on Cross Lake in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
(L to R) Lee. Jeter, Charles Smith, Branch 
President Willie Hill, PRPSC Emmett Smith, 
U.S. Representative Mike Johnson, Chuck 
Lester, Saundra Smith of Unit 371, Rodney 
Longstratt, Diane Harvey and Bill Davis.

13. BRANCH 124, LAKEHURST, N.J.
Branch President Raymond S. Rizzo’s wedding 
was held May 29. (L to R) Vernon McLaughlin 
(honorary member, bride’s stepfather), Janice 
Engel (Unit 124 chaplain, mother of the 
bride), Leeann (Unit 124 member, bride), 
Raymond Rizzo (Branch 124 president, 
groom), Lance (Branch 124 member, son of 
bride) and R.J. (son of bride).

14. BRANCH 226, STATEN ISLAND, N.Y.
Branch members assembled at U.S. Coast 
Guard Station, New York to conduct their 
annual Memorial Day Wreath Ceremony and 
present the Widow’s Medallion. The event 
was held indoors due to a nor’easter. (L to 
R) Joe Marchetta, Daren Jacobs, Christine 
Salamone, Steve Ayling, Roseann Thompson, 
James Brown, Albert Klingele, Thomas Moskei, 
William Steigler and James Haynes.

Submit a photo by email as a high-quality attachment in jpeg format to FRAtoday@fra.org. 
Please include a brief description and include the names of those pictured.
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TAPS

Names in red indicate 50-year continuous members. Any names in bold indicate past national officers. To report a Shipmate death, email: mserfra@fra.org or 
call 703-683-1400, ext. 1.

Name	 Rating	 Branch
Andrus, Dale	 RMC, USN	 MAL

Backlin, Erwin D.	 AMHC, USN	 261
Bailey, Dale I.	 AMCS, USN	 163
Baird, Roy H.	 BM1, USN	 MAL
Balolong, Alejandro P.	 PO2, USN	 247
Beck, Delmar G.	 AMCS, USN	 86
Beeler, Earl K.	 SHCM, USN	 194
Blankenship, Jefferson P.	 PO1, USN	 91
Bowers, R. M.	 ETCM, USN	 MAL
Brooks, Harold E.	 SKCS, USN	 84
Burroughs, James E.	 TMCM, USN	 57

Carter, John W. 	 ABE1, USN	 MAL
Casto, William F.	 USN	 104
Caulkins, Gary W.	 RP1, USN	 192
Clark, Berl E.	 HMC, USN	 382
Clevenger, John F.	 PNC, USN	 162
Cloud, Robert R.	 GMM3, USN	 94
Cody, Donald R.	 YNCM, USN	 276
Connolly, Martin P.	 AEC, USN	 70
Coryer, James A.	 1STSGT, USMC	 MAL
Cowden, Lewis R.	 EMC, USN	 MAL
Craul, James E.	 MMC, USN	 MAL
Crawley, William H.	 AE1, USN	 MAL
Crowell, William L.	 LCDR, USNR	 24

Dade, Donn	 STSCS, USN	 46
Darby, Joel J.	 AMHC, USN	 89
Davidson, Donald B.	 GYSGT, USMC	 251
Davis, Martin	 STG1, USN	 382
Davis, Norman D.	 EO1, USN	 MAL
De Felice, Walter	 QMCS, USN	 47
Dean, Thomas B.	 CS1, USN	 MAL
Deardorff, John D.	 USN	 346
Desantis, Charles	 MMLFR, USN	 13
Diaz, Rodolfo	 SCPO, USN	 MAL
PRPEC Dix, Paul G.	 CDR, USN	 24
Dlhopolsky, James J.	 AT3, USN	 97
Duley, Horace R.	 GMCS, USN	 172

Ebersole, Richard L.	 RM2, USN	 31
Edwards, James L.	 PNCM, USN	 334
Evans, Matthew S.	 LTC, USN	 24

Ferrell, Jimmy D.	 EMCM, USN	 60

Gallegos, Maurilio	 FTGC, USN	 MAL
Gearhart, Harry R.	 USN	 MAL
Gerrish, Raymon S.	 AMS1, USN	 MAL
Gleason, Joseph E.	 BTC, USN	 269
Gonzales, Nestor G.	 AMS1, USN	 247
Gracey, Clyde L.	 ADRC, USN	 MAL
Green, Paul E.	 SH1, USN	 MAL
Gregory, Robert H.	 BMC, USN	 67

Hall, James G.	 SGT, USMC	 212
Halpen, Kenneth F.	 EN3, USN	 24
Harig, Edward	 MMC, USN	 MAL
Harnby, Edward J.	 BMCM, USN	 302

Hastings, Lawrence	 RM1, USN	 59
Hendrickson, Edwin F.	 MRCM, USN	 MAL
Herr, Richard L.	 STG2, USN	 MAL
Hiatt, William E.	 DTC, USN	 188
Holsapfel, Carl L.	 MRC, USN	 MAL
Hoskins, Nelson R.	 MMC, USN	 MAL
Howard, Richard E.	 MSGT, USMC	 MAL

Ilund, Henry J.	 NCCM(SW), USN	 MAL
Imlay, Ronald F.	 PNCS, USN	 08

Jackson, Timothy	 CDR, USN	 MAL
Jensen, Robert L.	 ADR1, USN	 MAL
Jernegan, Roger L.	 ATC, USN	 97
Johnson, Lawrence R.	 GMTCS, USN	 268
Johnson, William O.	 MMCM, USN	 290
Jones, Earl J.	 HMCS, USN	 MAL
Jones, Gary W.	 HMC, USN	 MAL
Juan, Felipe C.	 RP1, USN	 247

Kell, George E.	 CDR, USN	 93
Kelsay, Thomas A.	 ICCS, USN	 60
Kress, Ralph J.	 AEC, USN	 263
Kummerfeldt, Larry L.	 ADCS, USN	 136

Larsen, Harold R.	 AE1, USN	 29
Lauffer, Willis E.	 MM1, USN	 MAL
Leighton, Francis R.	 ABH2, USN	 31
Long, Patricia	 YNC, USNR	 44
Lucas, John D.	 BUC, USN	 MAL
Luna, Angel G.	 MSCM, USN	 261

MacGlaflin, James E.	 FTC, USN	 MAL
Madere, Harry A.	 CWO2, USN	 92
Magargee, LeRoy F.	 SGTMAJ, USMC	 MAL
Mandt, Robert W.	 EN1, USN	 335
Matthews, Carl L.	 MRCM, USN	 161
May, Alan	 ENC(MDV), USN	 MAL
McCarthy, Eugene	 SCPO, USN	 MAL
McLaughlin, Berkeley J.	 CPO, USN	 156
Medley, Peter	 RM1(SS), USN	 MAL
Mellott, James	 BMC, USN	 MAL
Merrill, William	 SGT, USMC	 212
Metts, Albert E.	 SGT MAJ, USMC	 208
Miller, Frank E.	 AMSC, USN	 MAL
Miller, Murl T.	 RMCM, USN	 MAL
Minerva, Royal E.	 ADCS, USN	 91
Moore, Gene	 AS1, USN	 MAL

Naegeli, Robert E.	 ABCM, USN	 MAL
Nelson, Charles M.	 PNC, USN	 61
Nelson, Dewey J.	 CPO, USN	 14
Nelson, George R.	 PNC, USN	 17
Nelson, Reginald D.	 MSGT, USMC	 302
Nido, Guglielmo D.	 AMEC, USN	 MAL
Nishimura, Joseph A.	 MGYSGT, USMC	 208

Oneth, Harold P.	 AQ2, USN	 126
Ortner, Arthur E.	 CUCM, USN	 MAL
Osborn, Jack D.	 SMC, USN	 61

Pacula, Edward J.	 MCPO, USN	 MAL
Pepper, James M.	 ADCS, USN	 89
Pierce, Fred A.	 GMC, USN	 244
Plouffe, George R.	 EMC, USN	 MAL
Potter, George A.	 GYSGT, USMC	 208
Pow, Joseph J.	 FTCM(SS), USN	 20
Praeg, Harold E.	 ADJ1, USN	 MAL
Pritchett, Leroy E.	 EOC, USN	 MAL

Rabe, Carl A	 SKCM, USN	 MAL
Rector, Carol E.	 AEC, USN	 161
Rinehart, Raymond A.	 GMTC, USN	 163
Rios, Alfonso F.	 GYSGT, USMC	 49
Ritchie, Marion E.	 YN1, USN	 307
Rogers, Stanley D.	 RM, USN	 MAL
Rose, Joseph B.	 GMCM, USN	 53

Sander, Willy A.	 CWO4, USN	 226
Sandleman, Marcus A.	 SMSGT, USAF	 24
Saunders, Herb H.	 MSCS(SS), USN	 72
Schenkelberg, Clayton A.	 TMC, USN	 70
Scherer, Thomas J.	 CSC, USN	 MAL
Schultz, Donald	 SCPO, USN	 MAL
Serpa, John T.	 PNC, USN	 72
Smith, Blakeslee A.	 MAJ, USMC	 MAL
Smyczek, Steven L.	 BMC, USN	 MAL
Spaller, William W.	 HTCM, USN	 MAL
Speight, Kenneth L.	 ADRC, USN	 91
Stahle, Fred W.	 AOC, USN	 MAL
Strusinski, John R.	 CWO4, USN	 08

Teders, Patrick A.	 ET1, USN	 MAL
Thomas, Elgin O.	 YNCS, USN	 60
Thompson, Thomas R.	 EMCM(SS), USN	 MAL
Thomson, Robert J.	 PNC, USN	 269
Tidwell, Paul	 BMC, USN	 186
Townsend, Murray B.	 IMC, USN	 MAL
Turner, John W.	 CDR, USN	 MAL

Unruh, Ronald L.	 CSC, USN	 MAL

Vancourt, Arthur C.	 SCPO, USN	 264
Vandenheuvel, Mary V.	 USN	 MAL
Vanorden, John	 DPCS, USN	 89
Vargo, Walter	 ADCS, USN	 161

Waidelich, Frank	 SKC, USN	 MAL
Walling, Kenneth E.	 TM2, USN	 104
Walsh, Joseph	 CAPT, USN	 MAL
Ward, William E.	 AZCM, USN	 261
Watkins, Earl A.	 FCCS, USN	 MAL
Weakley, Jerry L.	 MUCS, USN	 MAL
Wentworth, Shirley D.	 ETC, USN	 22
Wissinger, Barry J.	 DKCM, USN	 91
Wood, Eugene D.	 EN1, USN	 MAL
Worland, Wallace	 RMCM, USN	 46
Wright, Daniel O.	 MCPO (SS), USN	 339
Wright, Malcolm E.	 AQC, USN	 97

Zierlein, Leonard L.	 BUC, USN	 MAL
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TRICARE Form Series includes GBD-3000, GBD-3100, or state equivalent. 

Underwritten by Hartford Life and Accident Insurance Company, Hartford, CT 06155

All benefits are subject to the terms and conditions of the policy.  Policies underwritten by  
Hartford Life and Accident Insurance Company detail exclusions, limitations, and terms  
under which the policies may be continued in force or discontinued.

Program Administered by Mercer Health & Benefits Administration LLC

AR Insurance License #100102691 
CA Insurance License #0G39709    

In CA d/b/a Mercer Health & Benefits Insurance Services LLC

93768 (1/21), 93769 (5/21), 93689 (8/21), 93771 (10/21) 
FRA MilicarePlus TRICARE
Trim Size: 8.25”w x 10.5”h   
Live Area: 7.75”w x 10”h 
Bleed: 8.5”w x 10.75”h 
Colors 4C-process (CMYK)M
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93768 (1/21), 93769 (5/21), 93689 (8/21), 93771 (10/21)  Copyright 2021  Mercer LLC. All rights reserved.

Learn more about FRA MilicarePlus TRICARE Supplement Insurance Plans.  
Visit www.frainsure.com or call 1-800-424-1120.

Something worth protecting

MilicarePlus® TRICARE Supplement Insurance Plans
FRA provides valuable coverages at economic rates with the MilicarePlus TRICARE Supplement  
Insurance Plans. These supplemental insurance plans, available to both active and retired members,  
can help to reduce unexpected medical costs by covering the cost-shares for doctor visits, hospital  
stays and prescription drugs. Excess charges up to 15% above the TRICARE-allowed amount may 
also be covered, once any applicable TRICARE or MilicarePlus deductibles have been met.

93768 FRA MilicarePlusTRICARE Ad 2021.indd   1 6/22/21   8:37 AM



REUNIONS

Naval Weather Service 
Association (NWSA)
10/4/2021 - 10/8/2021
Savannah, Ga.
Contact: Jim Romano
Telephone:  301-932-9902
Cell: 301-751-3040
Email: aerojro@aol.com

USS SAMUEL GOMPERS  
(AD-37)
10/7/2021 - 10/11/2021
Alexandria, Va.
Contact: Mary Snider
Telephone:  510-520-3047
Email: mary@samuelgompersreunion.org

USS COONTZ ASSOCIATION 
(DLG-9/DDG-40)
10/7/2021 - 10/10/2021
Nashville, Tenn.
Contact: Greg Siegel
Telephone:  207-751-4872
Email: offduty1@ymail.com

USS PAUL (DE/FF-1080)
10/8/2021 - 10/10/2021
Norfolk, Va.
Contact: Kim Atkins
Telephone:  843-359-0354
Email: seadragon1080@gmail.com

USS DOGFISH (SS-350)
10/13/2021 - 10/16/2021
North Little Rock, Ark.
Contact: John Cronenberg
Email: DogfishReunion2020@gmail.com

USS CANBERRA  
(CAG-2/CA-70)
10/13/2021 - 10/17/2021
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Contact: Ken Minick
Telephone: 740-423-8976
Email: usscanberra@gmail.com

USS JOHN W. 
THOMASON (DD-760)
10/13/2021 - 10/17/2021
Warwick, R.I.
Contact: Jim Kulp
Telephone:  717-917-2184
Email: jimkulp@verizon.net

Association of Minemen
10/14/2021 - 10/17/2021
Charleston, S.C.
Contact: Don Moody
Telephone:  626-824-0727
Email: assocminemen@yahoo.com

USS WALLER 
(DD/DDE-466)
10/17/2021 - 10/21/2021
Covington, La.
Contact: Keith Lemons
Telephone: 
606-365-2902
Email:  
schulerlemons98@ 
gmail.com

USS CLAMAGORE (SS-343)
10/17/2021 - 10/21/2021
Charleston, S.C.
Contact: James Griffin
Telephone:  850-865-2766
Email: realbiggem@cox.net

USS SARATOGA  
(CV-3, CVA/CV-60)
10/19/2021 - 10/24/2021
Mobile, Ala.
Contact: Bill Lack
Telephone:  513-315-2251 

USS VOGELGESANG  
(DD-862)
10/22/2021 - 10/24/2021
Charleston, S.C.
Contact: Ron Savino
Telephone:  703-474-3185
Email: Ldobb@aol.com

LOOKING FOR/REUNIONS

45 FRAtoday  ///  August  2021

A list of reunions is at: www.fra.org/
Reunions. Looking For/Reunions must be 
submitted online, via email to reunions@
fra.org, or in writing to FRA Looking For/
Reunions at 125 N. West St., Alexandria, 
VA 22314.

SHIP AND AIRCRAFT PHOTOS FOR SALE
Thousands of photos available pre-WWII to present.

Color: 8” x 10” - $25.00     11” x 14” - $40.00
Color Mode (made from B&W) Same Price As Color 

(863) 712-1401
Inquire about our Wooden Mounted “Plakits”

Send payment with order.... Check or Money Order. Credit card orders accepted.

ELSILRAC ENTERPRISES
PO Box 7109
Winter Haven, Florida 33883 Shipping & Handling

included in price.

elsilracoi240@msn.com



ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION: Founded in 1930, the LA FRA is a federally chartered organization.  LA FRA Units 
are located throughout the United States and the Philippines.  Eligible persons may also become Members-at-Large ( 
MAL ) who do not have access to, nor desire to join a Unit.  The LA FRA has a proud standing tradition and heritage that 
supports this great nation and recognizes the sacrifices, past and present, of those who kept us strong and free.

WHAT WE DO: The LA FRA plays an active role in our communities.   Local   units   sponsor youth   programs, welfare 
projects, social and patriotic activities to benefit the communities at large, veteran programs and the active duty commu-
nity. The organization provides annual scholarships to outstanding students each year.

WHO CAN JOIN? All applicants must be at least sixteen (16) years of age.
Membership in the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association is limited to spouses, parents, grandparents, sisters, 
brothers, children, stepchildren and grandchildren not less than 16 years of age of members of the Fleet Reserve Asso-
ciation and widows, widowers, parents, grandparents, sisters, brothers, children, stepchildren and grandchildren not less 
than 16 years of age of persons who were members at the time of death or eligible to be members of the Fleet Reserve 
Association at the time of death.

HOW CAN I JOIN? Members fall into two categories. Members who belong to an LA FRA Unit or Members who do not but join as “Members-at-Large.”

Join the Ladies Auxiliary of the FRA (DBA Auxiliary of the FRA) 

Name in Full: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                 (First)                                                    (Middle)                                                                         (Last)

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                      (Street)                                                                                                    (City)                                                                      (State)            (Zip + 4)

Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________ Date of Birth: ___________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________

                 The following service member information validates this application:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                             (Serviceman’s Full Name)                                                                                                   (Rate/Rank)                    (USN/ USMC/ USCG)

c Certify that the information is true and accurate and that my sponsor is a member of FRA Branch ______________________________ or is MAL

c Certify that the information is true and accurate and that my sponsor was eligible for membership at the time of death.

Unit Preference ______________________Applicant’s Signature _________________________________________________Date ____________

Recruiter ____________________________________________________  Member # _____________________ Unit/Branch #________________
  
Verified by ___________________________________________ Title ______________________ Unit\Branch _____________Date____________

                I am the:

LA FRA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 Wife Mother
 Sister Father
 Daughter Widow
 Stepdaughter Widower
 Husband Granddaughter
 Brother Grandson
 Son Grandmother
 Stepson Grandfather

Annual Memberhsip Dues:
 $20.00 for 1 Year
 $40.00 for 2 Year
 $60.00 for 3 Years
 $80.00 for 4 Years
 $100.00 for 5 Years

Make all checks or money orders payable to LA FRA.
Along with signed application and payment, mail to:

National Financial Secretary
PO Box 3037, Carson City, NV 89702
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It is truly an honor to be 
the president of the South 
Central Regional for 

another year. Now that most 
people have been vaccinated for 
the COVID-19 virus, many of 
our daily routines are getting 
back to normal. I have been 
able to travel to some of the 
LA FRA units this year and 
have stayed in touch with all 
the units in the South Central 
Region via phone. 

In June, I visited with Baton 
Rouge Unit 371 and NOLA 
Unit 162, and then headed to 
Old Town Alexandria for the 
annual pilgrimage that took 
place on June 30. 

The units in my region are 
still collecting items to donate 
to nursing and veteran homes. 
We have members making 
masks for hospitals and veteran 
nursing homes. Some members 
are volunteering at soup 
kitchens to help feed the needy. 
Baton Rouge Branch and Unit 
371 have donated crates of 
watermelons and cases of soda 
and water, along with  
some snacks, to veteran homes. 
NOLA Branch and Unit 162 hosted a Memorial 
Day ceremony and dinner.

The Navy-wide chief, E-6 and E-5 advancement 
examinations that were held on board Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi, Texas, enjoyed breakfast 
served courtesy of both the Corpus Christi Branch 
and Corpus Christi Unit 94. Typically, these 
breakfast-time exams would require seven separate 
exams to complete. This year, due to 6-foot social 
distancing requirements, it took seven breakfast-
time tests and four lunch-time exams. 

The South Central Regional Convention will 
be held at the LeBossier Hotel at 4000 Industrial 
Drive, Bossier City, LA, 71112 from Aug. 19 to 
22. Hotel room rates are $69 per night plus tax. 
The telephone number to make reservations is 
318-747-0711. Please state that you are with the 
Fleet Reserve Association.       FRA

In Loyalty, Protection and Service, 
Gini Larson  

Gini is the LA FRA South Central regional president.

A Message from the South Central Regional President

PNP Gini Larson
RPSC

Corpus Christi Unit 94’s officers and board of directors raised their right hands as they 
were installed by RPSC Gini Larson.

Mary Ann and Jim Windows of Baton Rouge Branch and Unit 371 donated 50 
watermelons to the Louisiana Veterans Home in Jackson, Louisiana.



FINANCE MATTERS
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From listening to music to ordering groceries 
to working from home, almost all aspects 
of our daily lives are connected to the 

internet in some way. But our always-connected 
nature can come with risks: According to the FBI’s 
“2020 Internet Crime Report,” the bureau’s Internet 
Crime Complaint Center averaged almost 15,000 
complaints a week and recorded $4.1 billion in 
victim losses in 2020. 

Here are ways to help protect your family online:

Learn to Spot Imposter Scams
Have you ever received a call, text, or email regarding 
suspicious activity detected on your account or 
suspended online access? It could be a scammer 
trying to convince you to share sensitive information 
that would enable them to access your accounts. 

Increasingly, criminals are able to impersonate 
financial institutions, large companies, and even 
government agencies by spoofing caller ID or email 
addresses so they appear to be legitimate. When you 
receive a suspicious or unexpected communication, 
do not respond or click any email links. Instead, 
contact the company directly using a phone number 
on its website. Learn more about how to spot 
common scams at www.wellsfargo.com/security.

Manage and Monitor Your Credit
If your data has been compromised through a 
security breach, consider placing a fraud alert on your 
credit file by contacting one of the three major credit 
bureaus: Equifax, Experian or TransUnion. The one 
you contact will automatically notify the others.

Make a habit of reviewing your credit report 
annually. You can request a free report at www.
annualcreditreport.com for yourself and children 
over the age of 13. Look for unauthorized accounts 
that may have been opened in your names. 

Limit What You Share on Social Media
Thieves scour social media profiles for clues to 
security questions, passwords and other information 
that could help them impersonate potential victims 
online. 

First, set your profiles to private and encourage your 
family members to do the same. Also, restrict your 
social media contacts to people you know personally. 
Finally, watch what information you disclose. 
Revealing personal information in your social profiles 
or posts can put you at greater risk of identity theft, 
especially if your bank or other companies use that 
information to verify your identity. 

Protect Your Home Network
Create a strong password for your wireless network 
in your home. Use a unique phrase with a mix of 
letters, numbers and special characters. Avoid using 
any part of your name or email address, information 
shared on social media, or anything else someone 
could easily guess. 

When you are configuring your router, the 
Department of Homeland Security recommends 
choosing the Wi-Fi Protected Access 2 (WPA2) 
Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) setting, 
which is the strongest encryption option. 

Stay Up to Date 
Cybercriminals change their tactics frequently, so 
try to stay on top of the latest threats. Keep your 
devices and apps updated with the latest security 
patches, and be sure to review the resources 
provided by your bank, investment firm, and 
other financial providers to understand ways to 
help protect your family and yourself online. Sign 
up to receive scam alerts from the Federal Trade 
Commission by visiting www.ftc.gov and selecting 
“Get Consumer Alerts.”      FRA 

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo Advisors and 
provided courtesy of Carl M. Trevisan, Managing Director-
Investments and Stephen M. Bearce, First Vice President- 
Investments in Alexandria, Virginia, at 800-247-8602.
Investments in securities and insurance products are: NOT 
FDIC-INSURED/NOT BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE.
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo 
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Now Rechargeable!

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

How can a rechargeable hearing 
aid that costs only $29 999

be every bit as good as one that sells 
for $2,400 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides have 
been made in Advanced Digital Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have not been 
passed on to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid® VOLT+ uses the same kind 
of Advanced Digital RECHARGEABLE Hearing Aid 
Technology incorporated into hearing aids that cost 
thousands more at a small fraction of the price.
Over 600,000 satis� ed MDHearingAid customers 
agree: High-quality, digital, FDA-registered 
rechargeable hearing aids don’t have to 
cost a fortune. The fact is, you don’t need 
to spend thousands for a hearing aid. 
MDHearingAid is a medical-grade, digital, 
rechargeable hearing aid offering 
sophistication and high performance, and 
works right out of the box with no time-
consuming “adjustment” appointments. 
You can contact a licensed hearing specialist 
conveniently online or by phone — even 
after your purchase at no cost. No other 
company provides such extensive support. 
Now that you know...why pay more?

Proudly assembled in America!

For the Lowest Price Call

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
If you are not completely satis� ed with 

your MDHearingAids, return them 
within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

1-800-914-9801
www.MDVolt.com

Nearly Invisible

Use Code LZ48
and get FREE Shipping

Charging Case

NOW WATER RESISTANT

NEW

30-Hour Battery Life Water Resistant to 3 Feet

“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t 
heard in years came back to me!”

— Don W., Sherman, TX

CHARGE AND GOAT NIGHT ALL DAY

HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

ADVA    NCED DIGITA       L

SHOP AT HOME!
Skip the Clinic with Remote Care

Each When You Buy a Pair – LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Reg: $599.98
BUY 1

GET 1 Only $299 99FREE
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served
If you are a member of the Fleet Reserve Association through the Navy, Marines or Coast Guard, 

you and qualifying family members may be eligible for exclusive senior living discounts that can 

help you and your family get the care you deserve.

Discounts are available to you and your family members, including spouses, parents, step-parents, 

siblings, in-laws, adult children, adult step-children, grandparents and step-grandparents.

For more information or to schedule your visit, call (844) 585-5502 today.

Care for those who

discount on 
senior living* 

7.5%
OFF 

SENIOR LIVING:

discount on private 
duty home care**

10%
OFF 

PRIVATE DUTY:

Respite stay
discounts vary

by community***

RESPITE STAY:

* Discount is only applicable to new residents of a Brookdale independent living, assisted living or memory care community admitting under an 
executed residency agreement. Discount applies only to the monthly fee/basic service rate, excluding care costs and other fees and is calculated 
based on initial monthly fee/basic service rate.
** Discount is only applicable to a new client of personal assistance services by a Brookdale agency under an executed service agreement. 
*** Discount is only applicable to new residents of a Brookdale assisted living or memory care community admitting under an executed respite 
agreement. Discount applies to the daily rate. Residents under a Life Care Agreement are not eligible for the discounts. These discounts do not 
apply to any room, board or services which are paid for all or in part by any state or federally funded program. Subject to availability. Further 
restrictions may apply.




