ADVANCE \y108

August 20, 2009
The Honorable Ike Skelton

Chairman, House Armed Services Cmte.

U.S. House of Representatives

2120 Rayburn Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Fax:  202-225-9077
The Honorable Howard P. McKeon
Ranking Member, House Armed Services Cmte.

U.S. House of Representatives

2184 Rayburn Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Fax: 202-226-6083

Dear Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member McKeon:
The Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) appreciates a number of personnel related provisions that are addressed in both the House and Senate versions of the FY 2010 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). These include the 3.4 percent active duty pay increase, authorizing TRICARE Standard coverage at full cost for retired Reservists under age 60, supplemental Impact Aid funding ($30 million in the Senate and $50 million in the House), extending dental coverage for surviving children of service members killed in combat and reimbursing travel expenses for designated individuals visiting wounded warriors during rehabilitation. The Association is also especially grateful that neither version of the legislation authorizes higher TRICARE fees nor pharmacy co-pays. 

Our members are disappointed that the Senate Majority Leader’s amendment addressing concurrent receipt was not considered due to limited debate time. FRA supports authorizing the immediate payment of concurrent receipt of full military retired pay and veterans’ disability compensation for all disabled retirees. FRA also urges conferees to consider a Pentagon Dislocation Allowance study sponsored by Senator Roland Burris (IL). These amendments are important to those currently serving and those who’ve served in the past plus their family members and survivors. 

FRA fully supports the extensive Military Coalition (TMC) recommendations sent under separate cover and offers the following recommendations on key issues addressed in only one bill which are especially important to our membership.

Retiree Issues

FRA strongly supports:

· HASC Chairman Ike Skelton’s amendment to the House bill authorizing expansion of concurrent receipt for medically retired personnel with less than 20 years of service (Chapter 61) and who are at least 90 percent disabled.

· The Senate floor amendment sponsored by Senators Saxby Chambliss and John Kerry to expand Reserve retirement benefits (Section 660) to include duty performed after September 11, 2001.

· Section 422 of the House bill that eliminates a scheduled 2013 cut in the annual retired Cost of Living Allowance (COLA).

· Section 652 of the Senate bill that ends Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) penalties for survivors who also receive Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).

Health Care

FRA strongly supports:

· Section 706 of the House bill that expands TRICARE Reserve Select coverage for Reservists from 90 to 180 days before mobilization.

· Section 711 of the Senate bill that provides for person-to-person mental health screening for personnel exposed to operational risk factors during deployment.

· Section 707 of the Senate bill that exempts TRICARE beneficiaries under age 65 who become disabled and were unable to enroll in Medicare part B for the retroactive months of entitlement to Medicare part A in order to maintain TRICARE coverage.

Pay and Benefit Issues

FRA strongly supports:

· Section 603 of the Senate bill that increases assistance for low-income service members with children.

· Section 604 of the House bill that requires DoD to review housing standards used to calculate monthly Basic Allowance for Housing.

· Section 634 of the Senate bill that increases PCS weight allowances for E-5 through E-9 personnel.

· Section 631 of the House bill that allows service members with at least one family member eligible to drive to ship two vehicles on PCS moves to Alaska, Hawaii and US territories.

· Section 661 of the House bill that reduces service member’s pay deductions from 20 percent to10 percent for erroneous over payments by DoD.

· Section 584 of the House bill that prohibits child custody changes while a parent is deployed and Section 555 of the Senate bill that requires a report on child custody litigation.

· Section 585 of the House bill that extends leave without pay to active duty family members and should be expanded to include provisions of “The Supporting Military Families Act” (S. 1543) that provides leave for family members of service members, and leave to care for disabled veteran who is a family member. 

· Section 552 of the House bill that expands schools that are eligible for impact aid support payments.

End Strength

FRA supports end strength levels to ensure adequate numbers of personnel are available to meet the demands of OIF, OEF and other operational requirements. Accordingly, FRA notes the draw down in Navy Reserve end strength by 1,200 in both House and Senate bills during a time of war. 

Military Overseas Voting

FRA strongly supports:

· Senator Charles Schumer’s amendment to the Senate bill that authorizes reform of the absentee voting process for military personnel.
Department of the Navy

FRA strongly supports Section 903 of the House bill that will authorize changing the name of the Department of the Navy to the Department of the Navy and the Marine Corps. 

Your consideration of these recommendations is appreciated. For additional information please contact John Davis FRA’s Director of Legislative Programs at (703) 683-1400 ext. 110.

Sincerely,


JOSEPH L. BARNES


National Executive Director
JLB:aal

cc:
The Honorable Susan Davis

The Honorable Joe Wilson
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